
EL DORADO COUNTY FIRE SAFE COUNCIL 

Article XXIV. TITLE III AFSC GRANT POLICY 

Section 24.01 – Purpose 

The El Dorado County Fire Safe Council (EDCFSC) provides annual Title III funding to 

Associate Fire Safe Councils (AFSCs) in good standing to support eligible projects and 

activities. Grants are awarded on a reimbursement basis and are intended to strengthen local 

wildfire prevention, education, and community resiliency efforts. Title III funding is provided to 

the EDCFSC by El Dorado County under the Secure Rural Schools Act and is contingent upon 

the availability of funds each year. 

Section 24.02 – Annual Allocation 

1. The annual Title III allocation amount for AFSCs will be determined by the EDCFSC 

Board of Directors no later than November for the following calendar year.  Title III 

grants to AFSCs are subject to the availability of Title III funds and therefore, annual 

grant allocations are not guaranteed. 

2. Allocated funds must be expended within that calendar year and used by December 31. 

Unused funds cannot be carried forward or rolled over to a subsequent year. 

3. New AFSCs will receive a $500 start-up allocation during their first year of formation. 

Beginning on January 1 of the following calendar year, they become eligible for the 

annual allocation. 

Section 24.03 – Application Process 

1. AFSCs may apply for Title III funds at any time during the calendar year. Councils 

should allow a minimum of two (2) weeks for review and processing. 

2. To request funds, AFSCs must submit the following to the EDCFSC Grants Manager: 

o A line-item budget describing how funds will be spent 

o The approximate time frame for activities 

3. The EDCFSC Grants Manager will review applications and confirm that proposed 

expenses qualify under Title III funding requirements. 

Section 24.04 – Reimbursement Requirements 

1. All Title III grants are made on a reimbursement basis. AFSCs must incur expenses first 

and then request repayment. 

2. All costs must adhere to the Title III Funding Allocations and Guidelines (see attached 

document) to be eligible for reimbursement. 

3. For reimbursement, AFSCs must follow the procedures outlined in Article XVII: 

Reimbursement Policy. 

4. Invoices must be submitted by January 5 for all funds spent by December 31 of the prior 

year. Requests submitted after January 5 will not be reimbursed. 
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TITLE III FUNDING ALLOCATIONS AND GUIDELINES 

 

Title III of the Secure Rural Schools Act provides critical funding for schools, roads, and other 
municipal services to counties across the United States, including El Dorado County. 
Contingent upon the availability of funds from year to year, El Dorado County provides Title III 
funding to the El Dorado County Fire Safe Council (EDCFSC) for eligible wildfire prevention 
and mitigation activities through a funding agreement. EDCFSC has established funding 
allocation guidelines consistent with the requirements of the Title III Program, the El Dorado 
County funding agreement and EDCFSC Article XXIV, Title III AFSC Grant Policy. 

Title III Eligible Activities  

 
Implementation of a Community Wildfire Protection Plan (CWPP): Activities that are 

identified in and directly related to the implementation of the most current Western El Dorado 

County and/or Tahoe Basin Community Wildfire Protection Plans (CWPP). Examples include 

but are not limited to: 

• Hazardous fuel reduction or treatments to improve forest health and resilience to 

wildfire, insect and disease that are recommended in a CWPP and benefit national 

forest lands.  

 

• Hazardous fuels reduction projects such as creating fuel breaks outside the home 

ignition zone. 

 

• Wildfire mitigation assessments of the homes in an at-risk neighborhood identified in the 

CWPP.  

 

• Tree removal, tree trimming, or removal of dried grass and brush and other such 

vegetation identified as contributing to fire risk in the CWPP. 

 

• Removing hazardous fuels along powerline rights-of-way identified in the CWPP, 

regardless of the person or entity responsible for the removal. 

 

• Conducting a community volunteer workday focused on implementing fire mitigation 

measures outlined in a CWPP. 

 

• Creating water sources for fire-fighting purposes. 

 

• Education and outreach to homeowners related to fire prevention in coordination with 

the Office of Wildfire Preparedness and Resilience Public Outreach Committee and 

consistent with the CWPP.  

 

https://www.fs.usda.gov/working-with-us/secure-rural-schools/categories
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Firewise Community Program: Activities carried out in a community that currently is 

recognized or working to renew recognition as a Firewise Community/USA Recognized Site or 

activities carried out by a community working to become recognized as a Firewise 

Communities/USA Recognized Site. Examples include: 

• Disseminating Firewise information with door hangers, print or radio advertisements. 

• Making Firewise information available at community events. 

• Holding Firewise educational workshops for homeowners. 

• Creating or distributing videos on Firewise principles related to the home ignition zone 
and fire-resistant building materials. 
 

• Outfitting and staffing Firewise trailers or mobile units to educate homeowners about the 
Firewise principles related to the home ignition zone and fire-resistant building 
materials. 
 

• Assisting communities with Firewise planning, including conducting a Firewise 
community assessment. 
 

• Hosting “clean-up days’ to encourage homeowners to remove brush and other 
vegetation from around their homes. 
 

• Assisting communities with applications for Firewise Communities recognition. 

• Providing grants or partial funding for removal of vegetation from around homes. 

• Providing chippers to treat hazardous vegetation within the home ignition zone. 

To aid in the implementation of program activities identified above, the following are examples 
of items allowed and not allowed for purchase utilizing Title III funding: 
 
Allowed: 

• Green waste dumpster rental 
• Contractor chipping costs in support of community green waste event 
• Postage 
• Printing 
• Banner 
• Easel 
• Canopy with imprinted council logo 
• Food/items for Community Meeting 
• Name tags 
• Business cards 
• DBA filing for opening a checking account through EDCFSC 
• Sign materials resulting in community fire safe informational outreach.  

Not Allowed: 
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• Cash deposit for opening up a bank account 
• PO Box 
• Shirts/Hats 
• Startup costs for fundraising activities 
• Coffee/water containers 
• Website development and ongoing costs 
• Online meeting costs such as Zoom and Teams 
• Internet services 
• Residential address and street signs 

Funds are to be expended and reimbursed in accordance with Reimbursement Policy 

#17. 
 

 


	Article XXIV - Title III AFSC Grant Funds Policy -FINAL.pdf
	TITLE III FUNDING ALLOCATIONS AND GUIDELINES - Update TJ.pdf

