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INDEPENDENT CONTRACTOR AGREEMENT 
 
This Independent Contractor Agreement (the "Agreement") is made and entered between, 
______________________, an independent contractor hereafter referred to as "Contractor", the 
El Dorado County Fire Safe Council, hereafter referred to as the “EDCFSC.” 
 
Whereas, EDCFSC has agreed to provide such fiscal sponsorship to the extent grant or donated 
funds are available;  
 
Whereas, EDCFSC desires to enter into this Agreement with Contractor; and 
 
In consideration of the covenants and conditions hereinafter set forth, EDCFSC and Contractor 
agree as follows: 
 

 
1. THE PROJECT/SCOPE OF WORK 

 
The project is a cost share Program between the EDCFSC and Landowner. For those households 
earning the equivalent annual Low-Income AMI, there will be a direct contribution of 25% of the 
Contractors’ invoice. As an example: if a site project cost is $4000, the homeowner would pay the 
Contractor $1000, and the Contractor will invoice EDCFSC $3000. The EDCFSC will contribute 
a maximum of $4000 per property. The Project will utilize the 2025 El Dorado County Area 
Median Income chart for Low-Income categories (produced annually by the California Department 
of Housing and Community Development) to determine which participants are exempt from the 
25% contribution. The Landowner should pay the Contractor the 25% contribution.  
 
Contractor shall perform Hazardous Tree (HT) Removal and/or Maintenance Service for the 
EDCFSC as more particularly set forth in the Responsibilities/Scope of Work, marked Exhibit A, 
attached hereto and incorporated herein by reference. Assigned jobs will be performed according 
to the terms of this Agreement and any exhibits made a part of this Agreement.  
Further, Contractor shall abide by the following, where applicable: 
 

1. Contractor will work under the direction and oversight of EDCFSC’s Project Coordinator 
to ensure compliance with the guidelines, conditions and criterions of the Grant funding 
agency and the Project’s Scope of Work. This includes any adjustments made to Section 
5C of this Agreement. 

 
2. Receive the 25% cost share payment (when applicable) from Landowner. 

 
3. Obtain signed Hazardous Tree Evaluation form before commencing with HT work on 

Landowners’ property. (See Exhibit F: Hazardous Tree Evaluation Form) 
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4. Be sensitive to and responsive to Landowner’s desires within the objectives of the Grant 
and this Agreement. 

 
5. Work directly with Landowner in the development of a Landowner Agreement Plan. (See 

Exhibit E: Landowner Agreement Form) 
 

6. Remove recommended trees identified on the Landowner Agreement Form. 
 

7. Ensure that any surface or other property disturbance in gaining access to and from 
hazardous tree removal areas will be restored to original appearance at the conclusion of 
work. 

8. Responsible for ensuring protection of structures, property improvements, survey 
monuments, property comer, powerlines, and other utilities. 

 
9. Contractor shall comply with all established Program administrative processes, including 

timely Progress Payment invoices of the EDCFSC and any report requested by the 
funding sources. 

 
 

2. RESPONSIBILITIES OF HAZARDOUS TREE PROGRAM COORDINATOR  
 
The EDCFSC Program Coordinator shall cooperate with the Contractor in the performance of this 
Agreement. The Program Coordinator shall be responsible for overseeing and supervising 
Contractor’s performance under the terms of this Agreement. The Program Coordinator shall be 
responsible for the timely preparation and submitting all hazardous tree documents as required by 
EDCFSC and funding sources. Project Coordinator shall notify Contractor of any documentation 
changes requested by Grant funding agency that may conflict with Section 5C of this Agreement. 
Any changes imposed shall be in compliance with federal auditing requirements. 
 
 
3. REPORTING 
 
Contractor shall report to the Program Coordinator. Contractor shall provide invoices, 
photographs, and required forms to the Program Coordinator by the third business day of each 
month. Invoices shall be submitted by email. All other documents shall be submitted to the 
EDCFSC’s web-based program database. The Contractor shall report to the Program Coordinator 
as soon as possible any problems or delays in the performance of the required services. 
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4. TERM 
 
This Agreement shall commence on March 15, 2026, and shall expire on December 31, 2028. 
Contractor agrees to perform services for the EDCFSC on or before the expiration of the term set 
forth above. Contractor shall commence work on the job upon receipt of job notice from the 
Program Coordinator and shall have ninety (90) days to complete the assigned job. In the event 
assigned job is not completed by the 90th day, the Program Coordinator may reassign job to 
another Contractor. Contractor shall promptly report to Program Coordinator any problems or 
delays in the performance of the job or matters that may affect the completion of the assigned job. 
Contractor shall be excused for any delay in completion of the assigned job caused by acts of God, 
Acts of the EDCFSC, or the Program Coordinator, fire season conditions preventing work, acts of 
a public utility, or public agency. 
 
The EDCFSC may terminate the use of Contractor's services at any time without cause and without 
further obligation to Contractor except for payment due for services prior to date of such 
termination. Termination of this Agreement or termination of services shall not affect the 
provisions under Sections 13 and 14, hereof, which shall survive any termination. 
 
 
5. PAYMENT 
 
Contractor will be paid for services performed under this Agreement as follows: 

 
A. Contractor shall not be paid more than their bid burden labor hourly rates as shown on 

Exhibit B attached hereto and incorporated herein by reference. These rates include travel 
time, and any plastic wrap fees to be compensated at $1/yard, unless this Agreement is 
amended in writing by all parties hereto. The hourly rates are as follows: 
 
1. Tier-1 Pay Status of $____ hourly rate for a 2-person crew, no climbers and no special 

equipment to cover most trees under 16-inch Diameter at Breast Height (DBH). 
 

2. Tier-2 Pay Status of $____ hourly rate for a 2-person crew with special equipment to 
include rigging, and/or climbing equipment, or if additional crew members needed. 
 

3. Tier-3 Pay Status of $____ hourly rate for a 4-person crew with special equipment to 
include, but not limited to (mini excavator, traffic control, etc.) 
 

B. Tier Status will be recommended by an ISA TRAQ Certified Arborist based upon the level 
and intensity of work for the Contractor. Each Tier separates tree removal into three 
different categories dependent upon number of trees, additional crew members and/or 
special circumstances. Final Tier Status will be approved by the EDCFSC’s Program 
Coordinator. 
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C. Contractor shall submit an invoice for the services by the third business day of each month 
for services performed in the previous month. Invoices shall be submitted in the EDCFSC’s 
invoicing format. Invoices shall show Invoice Number, Job Number, Itemized Trees, Date 
Completed, description of work performed together with a minimum of three (3) pre-
photos of the job and three (3) post-photos of the job (depicting the work performed), the 
Landowner Agreement Form, a copy of the 25% fee paid by Landowner to Contractor, and 
Itemized Job Cost Share between Landowner and EDCFSC. When multiple trees are 
evaluated, the pre-photos shall contain a photo of each tree, along with their Tree Tag ID 
and the post-photos shall contain a photo of the area where the tree was removed, or the 
tree stump. The pre-photos and post-photos shall depict the same location in order to 
validate the area being referenced is the same. Photos will be labeled with Tree Tag ID and 
“Before” or “After” work completed. The Program Coordinator shall review invoices and 
certify them through site visits if appropriate. The certified invoice shall be provided to 
EDCFSC by the third business day of each month. Invoices certified as to accuracy shall 
be paid by the EDCFSC by the 20th day of the following month or within 30 days of receipt 
whichever occurs later. 
 

D. If there appears to be an error in the work reported as completed, Program Coordinator will 
contact Contractor for a resolution. This includes memos needed upon request for special 
circumstances to adhere to Grant funding agency’s auditing compliance. 

 
E. The Contractor understands that payment depends upon the EDCFSC receiving 

reimbursement from the funder in a timely basis. If the EDCFSC does not receive payments 
on the expected date, some payments to Contractor may be delayed. The Contractor will 
receive written notification if this situation does occur.  

 
F. The Contractor will be paid by the hour. The EDCFSC only pays for the time worked 

performing on site hazardous tree mitigation. 
 

G. It is mutually understood between the parties that this Agreement may have been written 
before ascertaining the availability of funds or appropriation of funds, for the mutual 
benefit of both parties, in order to avoid delays that would occur if the Agreement were 
executed after that determination was made. 

 
H. This Agreement is valid and enforceable only if sufficient funds are made available to the 

EDCFSC for the purpose of this Agreement. In addition, this Agreement is subject to any 
additional restrictions, limitations, conditions, or any statute enacted by the Congress, State 
Legislature, other grantors, or the EDCFSC’s governing board that may affect the 
provisions, terms, or funding of this Agreement in any manner. 

 
I. It is mutually agreed that if sufficient funds are not appropriated, this Agreement may be 

amended to reflect any reduction in funds, or terminated. 
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J. Contractor understands that EDCFSC is subject to being audited at any time, which may 
result in Contractor’s previously submitted and approved invoices being subject to 
recertification by EDCFSC and Program Coordinator. Contractor also understands that 
documentation or invoicing requirements may adjust according to needs of the Grant 
funding agency which may conflict with Section 5C of this Agreement. Program 
Coordinator will immediately notify Contractor of any errors in work reported and seek 
resolutions for reprocessing of any adjusted payments. 

6. ANNUAL RATE ADJUSTMENT 
 

Effective January 1st of each calendar year during the Term of this Agreement, Contractor’s 
compensation rate shall be reviewed and may be adjusted to reflect changes in the cost of living 
as measured by the Consumer Price Index for All Urban Consumers (CPI-U) for the West Region, 
as published by the U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics. The percentage change used for any such 
adjustment shall be based on the increase, if any, in the West Region CPI-U for the twelve (12) 
month period ending on the preceding December 31st. Any proposed adjustment shall be subject 
to the EDCFSC’s review and prior written approval before taking effect, and such approval shall 
not be unreasonably withheld, conditioned, or delayed. In no event shall any adjustment under this 
Section result in a decrease to the Contractor’s compensation rate. 
 
7. DONATIONS 
 
Contractor shall not accept donations from the public. If the public wishes to make a donation 
they should be advised to do it directly to the EDCFSC.  
 
8. USE OF CONTRACTOR’S VEHICLES 
 
The use of Contractor’s vehicles shall be limited to Contractor’s employees and agents only. 
 
9. NO BURNING 

 
Contractor is absolutely forbidden from burning any debris on or at the sites where Contractor is 
performing chipping services. Contractor is only to provide chipping services as agreed up herein. 

 
10. NO SUBCONTRACTING 
 
Contractor understands and agrees that it has contracted with the EDCFSC to perform Services as 
set forth in this Agreement and the specified Attachments. The Services provided pursuant to this 
Agreement may not be assigned by Contractor to a subcontractor. If Contractor is not available to 
perform the terms of this Agreement, the EDCFSC may terminate by giving notice as set forth 
herein. 
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11. LICENSES, PERMITS, TAXES, ETC. 
 

Contractor represents and warrants to EDCFSC that it has or will obtain all licenses, permits, 
qualifications and approvals that are legally required for Contractor to provide the services 
required by this Agreement. Contractor represents and warrants to EDCFSC that Contractor shall, 
at its sole cost and expense, keep in effect or obtain at all times during the term of this Agreement 
any licenses, permits, and approvals which are legally required for Contractor to provide the 
services required by this Agreement. Contractor shall comply with all Federal, State and local laws 
relating to Contractor’s performance of this Agreement.    

 
12. PERSONNEL 

 
Contractor shall assign only competent personnel to perform services pursuant to this Agreement. 
Contractor shall provide all staff necessary for completion of the services under this Agreement. 
In the event that EDCFSC, at its sole discretion, at any time during the term of this Agreement, 
desire the removal of any person or persons assigned by Contractor to perform services pursuant 
to this Agreement because of their incompetence, Contractor shall remove any such person 
immediately upon receiving notice from EDCFSC of the desire of EDCFSC for the removal of 
such person or persons. 

 
13. WARRANTIES 

 
Contractor warrants that: 

 
A. Contractor's agreement to perform the services pursuant to this Agreement does not violate 

any agreement or obligation between Contractor and a third party;  
 

B. The services as delivered to the EDCFSC will not infringe any copyright, patent, trade 
secret, or other proprietary right held by any third party; and  

 
C. The services provided by Contractor shall be performed in a professional manner, and shall 

be of a high grade, nature, and quality. The services shall be performed in a timely manner 
and shall meet deadlines agreed between Contractor and the Program Coordinator. 

 
14. HEALTH, SAFETY, FIRE AND ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION 

 
A. The Contractor and any agent shall comply with federal, state and local requirements 

pertaining to safety, health, fire and environmental protection.  
 

B. In the event standards conflict, the standard providing the highest degree of protection and 
not in violation of any other applicable standard or law shall prevail. 
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C. Contractor shall follow all fire restrictions each day they are conducting services for 
EDCFSC. This shall be shown for each day they are conducting service. 

 
15. MAINTENANCE OF RECORDS/AUDIT RIGHTS 

 
A. Contractor shall keep such true and accurate accounts and data pertinent to the performance 

of this Agreement. Contractor shall maintain all records related to this Agreement and 
make such records available to EDCFSC upon its request for inspection or audit throughout 
the term of this Agreement and for a period of five (5) years after expiration or termination 
of this Agreement. This section shall survive expiration or termination of this Agreement. 

 
B. EDCFSC shall have the right to inspect and audit Contractor’s accounting documents 

during normal working hours. 
 

16. INDEMNITY 
 

To the extent permitted by law, Contractor does hereby assume liability for, and agrees to defend, 
indemnify, protect, save and keep harmless EDCFSC and its directors, officers, employees and 
independent contractors of the EDCFSC, including but not limited to Chairperson or a designated 
Board of Directors officer, and its successors and assigns and each and every one of them from 
and against any and all liabilities, obligations, losses, damages, penalties, fines, claims, actions, 
suits, costs and expenses and disbursements (including legal fees and expenses) of any kind and 
nature imposed, asserted against, incurred or suffered by EDCFSC or its directors, officers or 
employees and independent contractors of the EDCFSC, including but not limited to Chairperson 
or a designated Board of Directors officer, or its successors and assigns by reason of damage, loss 
or injury (including death) of any kind or nature whatsoever to persons or property caused by or 
in any way relating to or arising out of: 

 
A. Any willful wrongful act or any negligent act or action, or any neglect, omission or failure 

to act when under a duty to act on the part of Contractor or any of its officers, agents, 
servants, employees, in its or their performance hereunder, except to the extent caused by 
the negligence or willful wrongful act of EDCFSC, its directors, officers, employees and 
independent contractors of the EDCFSC, including but not limited to Chairperson or a 
designated Board of Directors officer, successors and assigns; 

 
B. Any claim of patent or copyright infringement or publication of defamatory material 

including EDCFSC’s failure to request removal of such material in connection with the 
services performed and/or work products provided under this Agreement by Contractor or 
any of its officers, agents, servants, and employees; and 

 
C. A release by Contractor or any of its officers, agents, servants, and employees, in its or 

their performance hereunder of any substance or material defined or designated as a 
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hazardous or toxic substance, material or waste by any federal, state or local law or 
environmental statute, regulation or ordinance presently in effect, or as amended or 
promulgated in the future, but only to the extent that such release is not proximately 
contributed to or caused by EDCFSC, or its directors, officers or employees and 
independent contractors of the EDCFSC, including but not limited to Chairperson or a 
designated Board of Directors officer. 

 
The parties shall establish procedures to notify the other party where appropriate of any claims, 
administrative actions or legal actions with respect to any of the matters described in this 
indemnification provision. The parties shall cooperate in the defense of such actions brought by 
others with respect to the matters covered in this indemnity. Nothing set forth in this Agreement 
shall establish a standard of care for, or create any legal rights in, any person not a party to this 
Agreement. The provisions of this section shall survive any termination or expiration of this 
Agreement. 

 
17. CONFLICT OF INTEREST 

 
A. Contractor covenants that Contractor presently has no interest and shall not acquire any 

interest, direct or indirect, which would conflict with the performance of services required 
to be performed under this Agreement.   

 
B. Contractor shall not employ any EDCFSC director or employee in the work performed 

pursuant to this Agreement.  No officer or employee of EDCFSC shall have any financial 
interest in this Agreement in violation of the applicable provisions of the California 
Government Code. Contractor warrants and covenants that no official or employee of the 
EDCFSC, nor any business entity in which an official or employee of EDCFSC is 
interested, (1) has been employed or retained to solicit or aid in the procuring of this 
Agreement; or (2) will be employed in the performance of this Agreement without the 
immediate divulgence of such fact to EDCFSC. 

 
C. Upon breach of this covenant by Contractor, EDCFSC may cancel this Agreement without 

any liability if Contractor fails to remedy such conflict within thirty (30) days of notice to 
Contractor. In its discretion, EDCFSC may also recover the full amount of any such 
compensation paid to such official, employee or business entity. 

 
18. INSURANCE  

 
Contractor shall provide a certificate of a policy of insurance evidencing that Contractor maintains 
insurance that meets the following requirements: 
 

A. Workers Compensation coverage: Contractor shall maintain workers’ compensation 
insurance for all of its employees.   
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B. Commercial General Liability Insurance of not less than One million dollars ($1,000,000) 

combined single limit per occurrence for personal injury liability, bodily injury and 
property damage. Two million dollars ($2,000,000) aggregate.  

 
C. Automobile Liability Insurance of not less than $500,000 is required in the event motor 

vehicles are used by the Contractor in the performance of the Agreement. One million 
dollars ($1,000,000) per accident for bodily injury and property damage combined single 
limit. 

 
D. For the purpose of this Agreement there is no requirement for professional liability 

coverage. 
 

E. Contractor shall furnish a Certificate of Insurance satisfactory to the EDCFSC as evidence 
that the insurance required above is being maintained. 

 
F. The insurance will be issued by an insurance company acceptable to the EDCFSC or be 

provided through partial or total self-insurance likewise acceptable. 
 

G. Contractor agrees that the insurance required above shall be in effect at all times during the 
term of this Agreement. In the event said insurance coverage expires at any time or times 
during the term of this Agreement, Contractor agrees to provide at least thirty (30) days 
prior to said expiration date, a new certificate of insurance evidencing insurance coverage 
as provided for herein for not less than the remainder of the Agreement there, or for a 
period of not less than one (1) year. New certificates of insurance are subject to approval 
of the EDCFSC and Contractor agrees that no services shall be performed prior to such 
approval. In the event Contractor fails to keep in effect at all times insurance coverage as 
herein provided, EDCFSC may, in addition to any other remedies it may have, terminate 
this Agreement. 

 
H. The certificate of insurance must include the following provisions which state that:  

 
1. The insurer will not cancel the insured’s coverage without thirty (30) days prior 

written notice to EDCFSC, and;  
 

2. The EDCFSC, its directors, officers, employees, agents and volunteers, and 
independent contractors, including but not limited to Chairperson or a designated 
Board of Directors officer are included as additional named insured for all operations 
under this Agreement. The coverage shall contain no special limitations on the scope 
of protection afforded to the EDCFSC, its directors, officers, employees or volunteers 
and independent contractors, including but not limited to Chairperson or a designated 
Board of Directors officer.  
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I. Contractor’s insurance shall be primary in respect to the EDCFSC. Any insurance 

maintained by EDCFSC shall be excess of Contractor’s and shall not contribute with it. 
 

J. Any deductibles or self-insured retentions must be declared and approved by EDCFSC. At 
EDCFSC’s option, either: Insurer shall reduce or eliminate such deductibles or self-insured 
retentions; or Contractor shall procure a bond guaranteeing payment of losses and related 
investigations, claim administration and defense expenses. 

 
K. Any failure to comply with the reporting provisions of the policies shall not affect coverage 

provided to the EDCFSC. 
 

L. The insurance companies shall have no recourse against the payment of any premiums or 
assessments under any policy issued by any insurance company. 

 
M. Contractor’s obligations shall not be limited by the foregoing requirements and shall 

survive expiration of this Agreement. 
 

N. In the event Contractor cannot provide an occurrence policy, Contractor shall provide 
insurance covering claims made as a result of performance of this Agreement for not less 
than three (3) years following completion of this Agreement. 

 
O. Certificate of insurance shall meet such additional standards as may be determined by 

EDCFSC as essential for protection of the EDCFSC. 
 

19. RELATIONSHIP OF PARTIES 
 

Contractor is an independent contractor. Nothing in this Agreement shall be construed as creating 
an employer-employee relationship, a guarantee of future employment or engagement or as a 
limitation upon the EDCFSC’s sole discretion to terminate this Agreement at any time without 
cause. Contractor further agrees to be responsible for all of Contractor's federal and state taxes, 
withholding, social security, insurance, and other benefits. Contractor shall provide the EDCFSC 
with satisfactory proof of independent contractor status. 

 
20. OTHER ACTIVITIES 

 
Contractor is free to engage in other independent contracting activities, provided that 
Contractor does not engage in any such activities that are inconsistent with or in conflict with any 
provisions hereof, or that so occupy Contractor's attention as to interfere with the proper and 
efficient performance of Contractor's services as stated in Section 1. Contractor agrees not to 
induce or attempt to influence, directly or indirectly, any employee at the EDCFSC to terminate 
his/her employment and work for Contractor or any other person. 
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21. NONDISCRIMINATION 
 
During the performance of this Agreement, Contractor shall not unlawfully discriminate, harass, 
or allow harassment against any employee or applicant for employment because of sex (gender), 
sexual orientation, race, color, ancestry, religion, creed, national origin (including language use 
restriction), pregnancy, physical disability (including HIV and AIDS), mental disability, medical 
condition (cancer/genetic characteristics), age (over 40), marital status, and denial of medial and 
family care leave or pregnancy disability leave. Contractor shall ensure that the evaluation and 
treatment of their employees and applicants for employment are free from such discrimination and 
harassment. Contractor shall comply with the provisions of the Fair Employment and Housing Act 
(Gov. Code §12990 (a-f) et seq.) and the applicable regulations promulgated there under 
(California Code of Regulations, Title 2, Section 7285 et seq.). The applicable regulations of the 
Fair Employment and Housing Commission implementing Government Code Section 12990 (a-
f), set forth in Chapter 5 of Division 4 of Title 2 of the California Code of Regulations, are 
incorporated into this Agreement by reference and made a part hereof as if set forth in full. 
Contractor shall give written notice of their obligations under this clause to labor organizations 
with which they have a collective bargaining or other agreement. 
 
22. DOCUMENTATION OF RIGHT TO WORK 

 
Contractor agrees to abide by the requirements of the Immigration and Control Reform Act 
pertaining to assuring that all newly-hired employees of Contractor performing services under this 
Agreement have a legal right to work in the United States of America, that all required 
documentation of such right to work is inspected, and that INS Form 1-9 (as it may be amended 
from time to time) is completed and on file for each employee. Contractor shall make the required 
documentation available upon request to the Program Coordinator and EDCFSC for inspection. 

 
23. WAIVER OF CLAIMS AGAINST FIRE SAFE COUNCIL 

 
Contractor hereby waives any claim against EDCFSC officers, employees or agents for damage or 
loss caused by any suit or proceeding directly or indirectly attacking the validity of this Agreement, 
or any part thereof or by any judgment or award in any suit or proceeding declaring this Agreement 
null, void or voidable or delaying the same or any part thereof from being carried out, or for breach 
or nonperformance of this Agreement. 

 
24. MISCELLANEOUS 

 
A. Attorneys' Fees. Should either party hereto, or any heir, personal representative, successor 

or assign of either party hereto, resort to legal proceedings in connection with this 
Agreement or Contractor's relationship with the EDCFSC, the party or parties prevailing 
in such legal proceedings shall be entitled, in addition to such other relief as may be 
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granted, to recover its or their reasonable attorneys' fees and costs in such legal proceedings 
from the non-prevailing party or parties. 

 
B. Governing Law and Venue: This Agreement shall be governed by and construed in 

accordance with the laws of the State of California without regard to conflict of law 
principles. Venue for litigation involving this Agreement shall be in the County of El 
Dorado, California. 

 
C. Entire Agreement. This Agreement contains the entire Agreement and understanding 

between the parties hereto and supersedes any prior or contemporaneous written or oral 
agreements, representations and warranties between them respecting the subject matter 
hereof. 

 
D. Amendment. This Agreement may be amended only by a written Amendment to the 

Agreement signed by Contractor and by a duly authorized representative of the EDCFSC. 
 

E. Severability. If any term, provision, covenant or condition of this Agreement, or the 
application thereof to any person, place or circumstance, shall be held to be invalid, 
unenforceable or void, the remainder of this Agreement and such term, provision, covenant 
or condition as applied to other persons, places and circumstances shall remain in full force 
and effect. 

 
F. Construction. The headings and captions of this Agreement are provided for convenience 

only and are intended to have no effect in construing or interpreting this Agreement.  The 
language in all parts of this Agreement shall be in all cases construed according to its fair 
meaning and not strictly for or against either party. 

 
G. Rights Cumulative. The rights and remedies provided by this Agreement are cumulative, 

and the exercise of any right or remedy by either party hereto (or by its successor), whether 
pursuant to this Agreement, to any other agreement, or to law, shall not preclude or waive 
its right to exercise any or all other rights and remedies. 

 
H. Non-waiver. No failure or neglect of either party hereto in any instance to exercise any 

right, power or privilege hereunder or under law shall constitute a waiver of any other right, 
power or privilege or of the same right, power or privilege in any other instance. All 
waivers by either party hereto must be contained in a written instrument signed by the party 
to be charged and, in the case of either EDCFSC, by an officer of the EDCFSC or other 
person duly authorized by the EDCFSC. 

 
I. Remedy for Breach. The parties hereto agree that, in the event of breach or threatened 

breach of any covenants of Contractor, the damage or imminent damage to the value and 
the goodwill of the EDCFSC’s business shall be inestimable, and that therefore any remedy 
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at law or in damages shall be inadequate. Accordingly, the parties hereto agree that the 
EDCFSC shall be entitled to injunctive relief against Contractor in the event of any breach 
or threatened breach of any of such provisions by Contractor, in addition to any other relief 
(including damages) available to the EDCFSC under this Agreement or under law. 

 
J. Notices. Any notice, request, consent or approval required or permitted to be given under 

this Agreement or pursuant to law shall be sufficient if in writing, and if and when sent by 
certified or registered mail, with postage prepaid, to Contractor's address (as noted below), 
or to the EDCFSC’s principal office, as the case may be. 

 
Notices pursuant to this Agreement shall be mailed to: 

 
(1) EDCFSC at 515 Main Street Ste. 103, Placerville, CA 95667 

 
(2) Contractor’s Business: __________________________________________________ 

 
K. Assistance. Contractor shall, during and after termination of services rendered, upon 

reasonable notice, furnish such information and proper assistance to the EDCFSC as may 
reasonably be required by the EDCFSC in connection with work performed by Contractor; 
provided, however, that such assistance following termination shall be mutually agreed 
upon amongst the parties hereto. 

 
L. Disputes. Any controversy, claim or dispute arising out of or relating to this Agreement or 

the relationship, either during the existence of the relationship or afterwards, between the 
parties hereto, their assignees, their affiliates, their attorneys, or agents, shall be litigated 
solely in a court of competent jurisdiction in El Dorado County, California. Each party:  

 
(1) Submits to the jurisdiction of such court;  

 
(2) Waives the defense of an inconvenient forum; 

 
(3) Agrees that valid consent to service may be made by mailing or delivery of such service 

to the California Secretary of State (the "Agent") or to the party at the party's last known 
address, if personal service delivery cannot be easily affected; and 

 
(4) Authorizes and directs the Agent to accept such service in the event that personal 

service delivery cannot easily be affected. 
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EACH PARTY, TO THE FULLEST EXTENT PERMITTED BY APPLICABLE LAW, 
HEREBY IRREVOCABLY WAIVES ALL RIGHT TO TRIAL BY JURY AS TO ANY 
ISSUE RELATING HERETO IN ANY ACTION, PROCEEDING, OR 
COUNTERCLAIM ARISING OUT OF OR RELATING TO THIS AGREEMENT OR 
ANY OTHER MATTER INVOLVING THE PARTIES HERETO. 
 

 
 

EDCFSC:                Contractor:   
 
 
By: ______________________________  By: ________________________________ 
   (Signature)      (Signature) 
 
 
Name: ___________________________      Name: _____________________________  
  
                          EDCFSC                                             “Contractor” 
 
                                                                        
Date: ______________   Date: ______________ 
 
 

Social Security # (or EIN if applicable) 
 

      ________________________________ 
 
 
      Address:       
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Exhibit “A” Responsibilities/Scope of Work 
 

INTRODUCTION  
Objective: The Hazardous Tree Removal Program work will drop and treat beetle killed and the 
surrounding infected trees, or other dead / hazardous trees that are within 150 feet of permitted 
structures, driveways, and access road on homeowner parcels with cooperation and permission of 
the Landowners. To mitigate the spread of beetle infected trees, trees with active larvae maybe 
removed up to 300 feet within the above target areas. The removal of HT trees will reduce the 
threat to residential structures, serviceable roadways, and community infrastructure, such as, 
water lines, public communication lines, community egress routes, and neighborhood roadways. 
The Hazardous Tree Removal Program shall be a cost-share program between the EDCFSC and 
the Landowner. The grant will contribute up to $4000 per household, with most households 
contributing a minimum of 25% of the invoice. Those households earning below Low-Income 
categories on the 2025 El Dorado County Area Median Income chart will be exempt from the 
contribution.  
 
Location: See Exhibit D: Program Location Map 
 
PROGRAM ADMINISTRATION AND MANAGEMENT  
The Hazardous Tree Removal Program Administration and Management shall be the 
responsibility of the EDCFSC and includes technical and administrative services to see the Job 
Request to completion.  
The Residential Hazardous Tree Contractors will be responsible for one or more of the following 
tasks assigned: 

1. Contractor will work under the direction and oversight of EDCFSC’s Project Coordinator 
to ensure compliance with the guidelines, conditions and criterions of the Grant funding 
agency and the Project’s Scope of Work. This includes any adjustments made to Section 
5C of this Agreement. 

2. Receive the 25% cost share payment (when applicable) from Landowner. 
3. Obtain signed Hazardous Tree Evaluation form before commencing with HT work on 

Landowners’ property. (See Exhibit F: Hazardous Tree Evaluation form) 
4. Be sensitive to and responsive to Landowner’s desires within the objectives of the Grant 

and this Agreement. 
5. Work directly with Landowner in the development of a Landowner Agreement Plan. (See 

Exhibit E: Landowner Agreement Form) 
6. Remove recommended trees identified on the Landowner Agreement Form. 
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7. Ensure that any surface or other property disturbance in gaining access to and from 
hazardous tree removal areas will be restored to original appearance at the conclusion of 
work. 

8. Responsible for ensuring protection of structures, property improvements, survey 
monuments, property comer, powerlines, and other utilities. 

9. Contractor shall comply with all established Program administrative processes, including 
timely Progress Payment invoices of the EDCFSC and any report requested by the 
funding sources. 

10. Take at least three (3) pre-photos of the job before starting the HT service. Take at least 
three (3) post-photos of the job (depicting the same locations as in pre-photos) of the 
completed work. All photos will be identified by the Job Number and Landowner. 

11. Responsible for crew’s safety and sanitation needs. 
12. Registered Professional Forester/Arborist oversite to protect any sensitive areas from 

disturbance that have been identified as an endangered plant or animal habitat, or 
watercourses. 

13. Document field personnel, date(s) of HT service, number of crew members, job start and 
end times. 

14. Field personnel will arrive at the work site as scheduled. If there is a scheduling delay, 
Contractor will promptly notify the resident to reschedule.  

 
HT PRESCRIPTION  
The Hazardous Tree Removal Program work will drop and treat HT tress that are within a150 
feet striking distance of residential homes, access routes, and active “green” beetle infested trees 
within the area up to a distance of 300 feet. Felled trees (bucked to any length) with signs of live 
larvae will be covered in plastic to limit the spread of beetle infestation. (See Exhibit F: 
Hazardous Tree Evaluation form)  

1. The Contractor will cut and drop the designated hazardous trees using one or more of the 
of the following processes: 

a. Residential trees will be protected from skin ups and damage 
b. Cut and drop the entire tree down to a 6” stump, measured on the uphill side, 

unless Landowner otherwise specifies  
c. Cut and drop the tree in manageable sections. This process will require the use of 

a tree climber and crew and may include the use of a bucket lift truck, or the use 
of a crane.  

2. After placing the HT trees on the ground, the Contractor will work with the property 
owner to do one of the following: 
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a. Cut and chip HT tree branches under 8” in diameter and slash on site 
i. Chips can be blown onto the ground in a scattered manner, to a relatively 

uniform depth, not to exceed 3", nor within 30 feet of a permitted structure 
ii. Chips will be removed from site if property conditions are lacking, or 

owner prefers 
iii. Chips can be blown into piles, within defensible space limitations, on site 

for the landowners’ use. Contractor or Program Coordinator will need to 
pre-approve chip piles greater than 5 feet wide to prevent a potential fire 
hazard and / or attract Ips. 

b. Contractor shall move cut logs to an acceptable location beyond a distance of 30' 
from the dwelling and/or other buildings on the property, if possible 

i. A tree log is defined as having a minimum of 8” DBH at that small end 
c. Vegetation falling into drainages, ditches, roads, trails, or on adjoining property 

shall be removed.  
3. The Landowner shall select the disposition of the tree log(s). Coordination with the 

landowner will be handled by the Contractor: 
a. Cut the log(s) into 14" to16" rounds for landowner’s use as firewood. Rounds will 

be left on the property no closer than 30' from any structure. The property owner 
shall be responsible for any further handling of the rounds 

b. Leave the log(s) in lengths, on the property for the landowner’s use. Log(s) will 
be left on the property no closer than 30' from any structure, when possible. The 
landowner shall be responsible for any further handling and disposition of the 
log(s). 

4. Contractor will wrap infected beetle bowls/ rounds/ trunks with a minimum of 10 mm 
plastic and sprinkle the wood with water before wrapping to allow a "steaming" effect. 
Will also advise property owner of length in time the plastic needs to remain to be 
effective in killing beetle larvae. 

5. The Landowner and Contractor may come to an outside agreement to remove the cut 
log(s) from the property, any additional agreements outside of this contract shall not 
interfere, impact, nor interfere with the work or work schedule of this contact.  

6. The Landowner and Contractor may come to an outside agreement to remove any 
additional trees that are outside of this Scope of Work, on a separate agreement, to be 
provided to the EDCFSC if payment for additional trees interferes with 25% cost share 
received by Contractor. 
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LANDOWNER COMMUNICATION 
The Contractor must communicate with Landowners in a professional and courteous manner. 
The following Landowner communication procedures must also be met: 

1. The Contractor must provide Landowners with at least 48 hours’ notice before arriving 
on their property to initiate tree removal operations. 

 
2. The Contractor must contact Landowner to schedule ork at least two weeks in advance. 

 
3. The Contractor must coordinate with Landowners to schedule work at a time that is 

convenient for the landowner and does not cause undue disruption or inconvenience. 
 

4. The Contractor must provide clear and concise information to Landowners about the 
Scope of the Work to be performed, the expected duration of the work, and any potential 
impacts on the Landowner's property. 

 
5. The Contractor shall ensure all documentation, such as the Landowner Agreement Form, 

is properly filled out, identifying the 25% cost share, or lack of, along with all trees 
prepared for removal with Landowner signature prior to HT services. 

 
6. The Contractor must ensure that all workers and equipment remain on the property where 

work is being conducted and do not encroach onto neighboring properties without prior 
written authorization from the adjacent Landowner. 

 
7. The Contractor must maintain a clean and safe work area, free of debris and other 

hazards, and must take all necessary precautions to prevent damage to the Landowner's 
property. 

 
PREVENTION OF DAMAGE TO PUBLIC AND PRIVATE UTILITIES AND 
INFRASTRUCTURE  
The dropping of a large tree can cause the failure of breaking of a utility line. The Contractor 
shall take all necessary precaution and actions to prevent any damage to public and private 
property and all existing above and below ground utilities.  

1. Before starting any work, the Contractor shall contact Underground Service Alert (USA) 
by dialing 811, or http://usanorth811.org via the internet, to request their assistance in 
locating the existing underground utilities and systems.  

The following information is offered to assist the Contractor. Identifying the location all above 
ground and underground utilities, infrastructure systems and features, to prevent any system 
failures or damage shall be the full and sole responsibility of the Contractor. The Contractor 
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should expect not less than / some or all the following overhead and underground utilities to exist 
on developed residential properties within the Hazardous Tree Removal Program:  
 PG&E power 
 Phone communication lines 
 Propane tanks and lines 
 Water mains and services (incl. meters) – 
 Septic tanks and leach fields 
 On-site irrigation systems 
 TV cable systems 
 TV satellite dishes and lines (systems) 
 Data satellite dishes and lines (systems)  

Any information provided to the Contractor shall not be relied upon. It is the Contractor’s 
responsibility to confirm the location of all Public and Private Utilities and Infrastructure before 
starting any work.  
 
FIRE PLAN: No felling, bucking, smoking outside during RED FLAG warning periods  

1. Comply with forest industry standards for operating equipment in a forest environment 
2. Forbidden from burning any debris on or within the Hazardous Tree Removal Program 
3. Contractor will be required to always have a 20 lb. fire extinguisher and a fire shovel in 

the vicinity of operations during Fire Season 
4. Comply with the USFS Project Activity Level guidelines for tree work – 530 295-5699  

 
ENCROACHMENT PERMIT AND TRAFFIC CONTROL  
Portions of the Job Request may require working within the public road traveled way and will 
therefore require an Encroachment Permit from the El Dorado County Dept of Transportation 
(EDC DOT) and providing traffic control devices and traffic control personnel.  

1. The requirements and use of traffic control procedures, equipment and personnel shall be 
the full and sole responsibility of the Contractor  

 
UNIDENTIFIED OR UNKNOWN CONDITIONS  
The Contractor shall promptly notify the Program Coordinator of:  

1. Latent physical site conditions differing materially from those indicated in this Scope of 
Work or the Independent Contractor Agreement 
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2. Unknown physical conditions differing materially from those ordinally encountered and 
generally recognized as inherent in work of this character  

3. Any changes in services agreed upon will be filed on a Change Order form to EDCFSC 
(See Exhibit G: Change Order form) 

 
ATTACHMENTS 
Exhibit B: Proposal Format 
Exhibit C: Sample Contract 
Exhibit D: Program Location Map 
Exhibit E: Landowner Agreement Form (available upon request) 
Exhibit F: Hazardous Tree Evaluation Form (available upon request) 
Exhibit G: Change Order Form (available upon request) 
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