
 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
Board Meeting Minutes-FINAL 

August 20, 2025 
9:30 am to 12:00  

American Legion 
4561 Greenstone Road, Placerville 

 
1. Meeting Call to Order 
 

a. 9:30am 
 

2. Roll Call: Sign In 
 

In Person:  Pimlott, Council, Barentson, Pullin, Penn, Boal, Ball, Connelly, Fine, 
Johnston, Hess, Lory, Osgood, Payne, Rogers, Zelinsky  ZOOM:  Gilchrest, Hawk, 
Willis  
 

3. Pledge of Allegiance 
 
Ken Pimlott 

 
4. Consent Calendar Board Action Item 

 
a. Meeting Agenda: 08/20/2025 

 
b. Board Meeting Minutes: 07/16/2025 

 
Consent Calendar approved with no opposition. 
 

5. New Business 
 

a. New Director, Corde Wagner, El Dorado Hills South 

• Article V, Section 5.02 – Board Action Item 
 

Angel presented Corde Wagner, El Dorado Hills South FSC, to be a member of 
the Board of Directors.  David Zelinsky made a motion to approve and  
Kris Payne seconded the motion.  Approved with no opposition.                    
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Ken reminded everyone that every council can be represented with a member 
on the Board of Directors. 
 

6. Old Business 
 

a. None 
 

7. Executive Board Reports:  
 
a. Chairman’s Report & Communication – Ken Pimlott 

 

• Noted website cleanup with Dorothy, Jessica, Carri.  All the information is 
on the website.  

 

• Since Title III funding has not been reauthorized in federal budget we are 
discussing how to address.  We understand $200/yr is not enough and are 
working on a proposal to bring to the Board of Directors for approval and 
implemented on January 1, 2026.  

 

• To solidify our relationship with El Dorado County, the county is in process 
of preparing the MOU. This will solidify our relationship with the county 
through changes within each organization’s staff.   

 

• PG&E vegetation management executive leadership is reaching out to the 
county and EDCFSC on a grant application on behalf of El Dorado 
County.  We have been providing information so EDCFSC can be 
included in the grant they are seeking.  The grant is $20M and PG&E 
wants to keep all the funds in our county.  

 
b. Vice-Chair Report –Dorothy Fine 

 

• Reported at OWPR on how FSCs are expanding boundaries.  Possibly 
forming more Firewise communities within those areas.  Home 
assessments in the first two quarters surpassed what was done in the full 
year.  FSCs participated in National Night Out and held green waste days 
as well as special community events.  All quadrants of our councils are 
going out doing events. 

  
c. Secretary Report – Angel Ball 

 

• Via our new website we sent out 323 emails for this month’s agenda and 
80% of the emails were opened. Six emails bounced and didn’t receive it.  
Will double check duplicity on lists.   

 

• Governance and New Council Formation  
  

No new council formations.  E-board is working on a boundary change 
policy to bring to the BOD in September or October for approval. 



 

 

 
 

d. Treasurers Report: Janet Barentson  
 

• Treasurer Report 7/31/2025 - Board Action Item 
 

Timing from bookkeeper can be challenging so no Treasurer’s Report with 
board packet, however it was emailed out on August 18 and posted to our 
website.   Explained items on treasurer’s report.  
 
Treasurer’s Report is approved as presented with no opposition.  

 
                    Thanked all FSCs for smooth profit & loss statements.  Will be starting our  
                    audit with that information.  Stipends were sent so check emails to make sure  
                    the appropriate amount was transferred. 

 
 

• PG&E Donation 
o Noted direct donations from PG&E.  Mike Webb will send information 

on who contributed so treasurer can send thank you notes.   
 

 
8. Partners Reports:  

 
a. BLM – TBA 

• No report 
 

b. CAL FIRE –Jeff Hoag 
 

• Looking into getting more defensible space inspectors in unit.  Thanked 
Hugh Council for presentation on duties of defensible space inspectors. 
Developing new fuel breaks in El Dorado and Amador counties.  North 
county burned approximately 65 acres.  The burning CAL FIRE does 
during fire season is treated like a hostile vegetation fire.  CAL FIRE will 
have an article in the Georgetown Gazette.   
 

c. Office of Wildfire Preparedness and Resilience – Tanya Harlow 
 

• Made mention of the staffing changes in OWPR.  Went through the 
projects being worked on in the County.  Public education & outreach 
committee has been going to different county events.  Next week there is a 
meeting on prescribed burning.  CA FSC is funding Tanya’s position, and 
she informed them about her relationship with EDCFSC and the County.  
OWPR sees the value of a MOU with EDCFSC and agrees to continue 
doing business as usual despite leadership changes.  Explained difference 
between defensible space inspectors and assessors.  

  
 



 

 

d. EDC Fire Chiefs Association – Tim Cordero 
 

• Discussing defensible space inspector options. 
 

e. EDC FPO Association – Jeff Hoag 
 

• New part seven with CA WUI code to have one place where all wildfire 
regulations are housed. FPO group is working on adoption process to be 
taken to the Board of Supervisors this fall. 

 
f. ENF – Jecobie Waters 

 

• They are fully staffed and have been going across the nation to fight fires.  
Mentioned good job doing defensible space and Jecobie feels that is why 
we don’t have a lot of fires in our county. They are collaborating with SPI 
Camino to do the work for the hazardous trees on Hwy 50 corridor.  
Working on rebuilding Grizzly Flats station.  Explained grants they are 
applying for because their budget is uncertain. 

 
g. RCD – Courtney Jackson 

 

• Gave update on projects.  Expanding roadways in Coloma/Lotus.  Working 
on cabin tracts.  Noted where all the fuel reduction projects are being 
worked on.  Travers Creek shaded fuel break.  Steven’s Authority is on 
track without extension.  Mosquito is waiting on an operations schedule.  
Starting new work on Auburn Lake Trails. 

   
h. SMUD – Eric Brown 

 

• No report 
 

i. PG&E – Mike Webb 
 

• Explained the collaborative grant with RCD and OWPR they are working 
on.  PG&E is providing the match on the grant.  Working with our county 
out of the 48 counties they work in.  It’s a $20M grant it will enhance and 
improve existing programs.  It has shape files and can share with OWPR 
for fire safety.  Ken thanked Mike & PG&E for all their work they are doing 
on the grant. 

 
j. EDSO –Deputy Scott Baer OES 

 

• A county wide test of the emergency alerts was implemented and working 
on improving the system. 

 
k. BOR – Zarela Guerrero 

 

• No report 



 

 

 
 

 
9. Program Reports: 
 

a. Grants & Funding/Grants Committee– Tamara Johnston 
 
No word from CA FSC on grant.  Submitted grants and explained the ones 
applied for.  BLM $1.5 M in north county person reviewing grant is one that 
helped write it.  National Forest Foundation has a $70K grant to support 
project working group with a big chunk for GIS.  Submitted five CAL FIRE 
grants for up to $950K for each, with the focus on maintenance and 
implementation ready, Chipping and Defensible Space. The south planning 
area roadside planning for one way in and one way out roads.  East planning 
area 360-acre fuel break area.  Thanked all the FSCs that helped with grant 
applications.  Ken thanked Tamara for all her work on all the grants. 
 

b. Assistance Programs – Jessica Isabel 
 

• Jessica announced her work hours and phone number. 
 

• Chipping-YTD 
 

o Completed jobs-550 
o Cleared acres-988 
o Cubic Acres Chipped-91,950  
o Spent $26,2614.34 

 

• Defensible Space Services for Seniors, etc. -YTD 
 
o Parcels Evaluated-411 
o Parcels Cleared-367 
o Average Cost Per Parcel-$1,288.83 
o Total Cost $51,5653.63 

 
o Of the 367 cleared: 

▪ Seniors-336 
▪ Veterans-91 
▪ Disabled-102 
▪ Low Income-86 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

• Hazard Tree Removal-YTD 
 
o Parcels Assessed-151 
o Parcels Completed-121 
o New Trees Identified-453 
o Trees Cut-418 
o Average Cost Per Tree-$383.25 
o Spent-$18,5873 

 
There will be a community chipping event in Strawberry on        
September 22nd. 

 
c. Training Committee – Elizabeth Standeven 
 

No Report 
 
d. Outreach & Education – Dorothy Fine 

 

• Working on a survey to go out to FSCs to gather your needs/concerns. We 
hope to increase efficiency and support in areas of outreach as well as 
recruitment and retention of volunteers.  Please fill out surveys when you 
receive them in September.  Follow us on Facebook and share OWPR and 
CAL FIRE posts. 

 
10. Community Council Reports 

 
a. Hassan Ebrahimi-Nuyken, Sierra Springs FSC – Thanked RCD for work in 

their area.  Will be preparing a 3-year planning report for Firewise.  Having an 
ice cream social in their community. 
 

b. Karen Pullin, Mosquito FSC – Mosquito Rd was closed from May-August.  
Thanked RCD and everyone involved in the work and for the great job they did 
clearing the roadsides.   

 
c. Ken McKinstry, Gallagher Road FSC – Had a team of volunteers to do 

roadside clearance.  Salmon Falls Rd. had a lot of work done, which is a major 
evacuation route, thanked whoever is responsible.  PG&E is clearing under 
power lines and efforts are greatly appreciated.  Roadside striping and reflector 
needs came up. 

 
d. Sherry Hawk, Goldridge Forest FSC –There is clearing on the roadsides in 

our area.  Contractors are working in the steep terrain to clear area.  
September 20th is our dumpster day and is open to the public.  We sent out 
postcards announcing the event. 

 
e. Tamara Johnston, Georgetown FSC – Have 8 assessors doing assessments 

and considering doing follow up calls to see if any work gets done.  Checked 
with Hugh to see if there is progress in his community and there is progress in 



 

 

just about everyone they did.  Hassan noted that the City of Novato involved 
the county fire agency to check on the cleanup.  Sierra Springs’ HOA hired an 
administrator to follow up on defensible space clearing. 

 
f. Bob Hess, Coloma/Lotus FSC - Their public meeting will be September 11th. 

OES, RCD and an insurance representative are coming back for 3rd time from 
Placer County to attend the meeting. Annexed about half of Gold Hill and is 
working on a risk assessment survey. 50% response from the online survey.  
Working on one for Garden Valley and got a lot of responses.  Kit Veerkamp 
did online survey in Cool as well. 

 
g. Mike Connelly, Auburn Lake Trails FSC – Had a green waste day on        

July 19th and had three 20 cubic yard dumpsters filled in 3 hours. Did a 32-acre 
fuel break funded by PG&E.  Made award to RCD to be project managers for a 
350-acre fuel break.  Will be awarding contracts to a registered professional. 

 
h. Terri Nicholas, Aukum/Fairplay FSC- Finishing up a project in their area.  

Thanked RCD for work being done in their area. 
 

11. Public Comment –Time limit is 3 minutes per person. 
 
a. Kris Payne noted that Supervisor Turnboo wanted people to know that Mack 

House in Grizzly Flats is now fully constructed with outer shell. A lot of donations 
from Home Depot and non-profit construction company to help rebuild the house. 
Mentioned to find nearest parking lot if no parking is available at 515 Main St. Use 
our lot if available.  

 
12. Good of the Order 

 
11:14 am 
 
a. Ken noted brown bag to start at 11:30 am and it will be recorded. 

 

b. A Brown Bag Session will be held at 12:30 or no more than 30 

minutes after the end of the meeting if it ends early. The topic will be 
evacuations presented by the El Dorado County Sheriff Office of 

Emergency Services.  
 

c. Next EDCFSC Board Meeting – September 17, 2025 
 

13.  Adjourn 
 

a. Meeting Minutes typed by Carri Lueck, Administrative Assistant 


