EL DORADO COUNTY FIRE SAFE COUNCIL

Article XXII. DEFENSIBLE SPACE STIPEND REIMBURSEMENT PROCESS

As funds are available, the EDCFSC may authorize stipends to Associate Fire Safe Councils (AFSCs)
for Defensible Space (DSpace) assessments completed following the DSpace Reporting Guidelines.
The following will be the process for authorization and reimbursement.

1. Assessments included for stipends may occur in two ways: Assessments will occur as part of the

AFSC’s course of business, or requests for assessments will come into the EDCFSC office
through email directly to clerk, the website or by phone.

a. Clerk receives call/email from homeowner requesting a defensible space assessment.

b. Clerk enters name, address, phone number and/or email information on the defensible
space assessment request spreadsheet.

c. Clerk contacts the assessor for the area the homeowner lives. If the local AFSC is
unable to perform the assessment, the Clerk will contact the next closest assessor.

d. Once an assessor has agreed to the job, the clerk logs the date assessment assigned as
well as the name and FSC of the assessor on the defensible space assessment request
spreadsheet.

2. To qualify for a stipend, the following procedures will occur.

a. Assessor will submit via email or hard copy the home assessment paperwork, which
includes the front page of the EDCFSC assessment form and CALFIRE Field Maps
form (modified LE100, 2 pages) to the EDCFSC Clerk.

i. CAL FIRE maps not sent electronically by assessor will be provided to CAL
FIRE attendees at board meetings by the EDCFSC Clerk.
3. Process for payment of stipend:

a. Clerk will enter the completion date in completed box on spreadsheet.

b. Clerk will enter the date on spreadsheet for pictures and maps indicating receipt of
completed paperwork.

c. Clerk will sort the activity quarterly by AFSC and provide it to Treasurer by the 15" of
the month following the quarter.

d. The EDCFSC treasurer will transfer funds to the appropriate AFSC UMPQUA account
by the end of the month following the quarter. The EDCFSC treasurer will send an
email to the AFSC Chair, Treasurer and Clerk, that the previous quarter's stipend has

been deposited.
1. AFSCs requesting assessment stipends will have a bank account under the
EDCFSC with Umpqua Bank.

€. All the quarterly reports will be stored in SharePoint in Defensible Space Assessment
Stipends 2025 folder by year.



VOLTUNTEER ASSESSORS: DEFENSIBLE SPACE REPORTING GUIDELINES

Purpose: These guidelines are to assist Volunteer Assessors in accurately reporting monthly
assessment totals and outline the process to claim the $50 stipend (While Funding is Available) for
completing assessments.

1. Standardized Assessment Form:
Volunteer assessors must use the official assessment form provided by the El Dorado County Fire Safe
Council (EDCFSC) to ensure consistency and reduce confusion among homeowners. Additional
documentation may be used to meet specific needs.

2. Criteria for Stipend Eligibility:
For assessments to qualify for the $50 stipend, it must meet the following criteria:

Be requested by the homeowner.

Be conducted by a trained volunteer assessor.

Be performed with the homeowner present and actively engaged.

Provide a set of written recommendations on both the defensible space and home hardening measures
that the homeowner can perform to reduce the risk of a wildfire damaging their home

e The homeowner must receive a completed assessment form, either as a hard copy or electronically.

3. Monthly Assessment Reporting: (For Tracking the Effectiveness of the Program)
To track the effectiveness of the Defensible Space/Home Hardening Assessment Program, volunteer
assessors and/or Associate Fire Safe Councils must report the total number of assessments (if any)
conducted each month. Reports should be submitted to the EDCFSC clerk via email at
Clerk@edcfiresafe.org or by calling (530) 647-1700.

4. Submitting Assessment Documentation: (For ASFC Stipend)
To claim the stipend, volunteer assessors or AFSCs must submit a picture or a copy of the completed
front page of the assessment form along with a completed Field Maps Form to the EDCFSC clerk.
Submissions should be made as assessments are completed. Additionally, by the 5% of each month,
AFSC’s should also submit a total tally of all assessments completed the previous month whether they
were stipend eligible or not. All submitted documentation must be clear and legible to avoid processing
delays.

5. Assessments Conducted Outside a Volunteer’s Home AFSC:
If a volunteer assessor completes an assessment outside of their own AFSC, they are still eligible for the
stipend. These assessments should be reported to the EDCFSC clerk, and the completed forms included
in the monthly total for the AFSC that conducted the assessment, not the AFSC where the property is
located.

6. Stipend Payment Process:

Payments for assessments will be processed quarterly. The payment method will be determined by
EDCFSC. Payments are expected at the end of each quarter.
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