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RDS Emergency Exits
As photographed in June & July 2025



Espina Loma to Oro Court Exit



Turn onto 
Espina Loma 
from
Puerta Del Sol

No Locks
On Top Gate









No Locks
On Bottom
Gate

Espina Loma to Oro Court Summary
• No locks on either gate
• Roadway clear
• Easily drivable in 2WD car
• Best Exit if Puerta Del Sol is blocked below Espina Loma due to down tree, accident, etc.
• If FIRE prevents using lower Puerta Del Sol it will likely prevent using Espina Loma to

Oro Court too



Loma Del Norte to Lynx Trail Exit



Turn onto Loma
Del Norte from
Puerta Del Sol

Gate is 
NOT
Locked

This lock
just holds
chain onto
crossbar







Gate on 
Lynx Trail
side not 
closed



Beyond Emergency Exit, Lynx Trail is a narrow (often one lane), two mile route to Starkes Grade Road

Remaining photos are of Lynx Trail to Stakes Grade intersection



Remaining photos
are of Lynx Trail –
a narrow road for 
2 miles to Starkes
Grade 















Lynx Trail to 
Starkes Grade
intersection 

Left on
Starkes Grade
to Sly Park
Road

Right on
Starkes Grade
to Newtown
Road



Loma Del Norte to Lynx Trail Summary
• No locks on RDS gate (old padlock holds chain onto crossbar but doesn’t lock anything)
• Roadway clear
• Gate on Lynx Trail side not closed (or locked)
• Easily drivable in 2WD car
• Beyond emergency exit road, Lynx Trail is a two mile long, narrow (one lane in many 

places) road to reach Starkes Grade
• At Starkes Grade you can exit left to Sly Park Road (to Pollock Pines) or right to 

Newtown Road (to Placerville)



Pasa Robles to Starkes Grade Exit



Turn from
Puerta Del Sol
onto
Escondito
Circle

Turn from
Escondito
Circle onto
Pasa Robles

No Locks
On Top Gate











No Locks
On Bottom 
Gate

View 
beyond
Gate to
Starkes
Grade



Left on
Starkes Grade
to Sly Park Road
Pollock Pines

Right on
Starkes Grade
to Newtown Road
Placerville

Starks Grade



Pasa Robles to Starkes Grade Summary
• No locks on top or bottom gate
• Roadway clear
• Easily drivable in 2WD car
• At Starkes Grade you can exit left to Sly Park Road (to Pollock Pines) or right to 

Newtown Road (to Placerville)
• Best exit to rear



Potential 
Vita Grande Exit





















Alida Street
starts at
the bridge



Turn left onto
Alida Street
after the
bridge









Meyers Road



Turn left onto Meyers Road and  follow it to left turn onto 8-Mile Road to either Carson 
Road or US 50E or 50W



Vita Grande Summary
• NOT currently an official RDS Emergency Exit – coordinating with property owners for 

permission to use route as an Emergency Exit and permission to clear (weed whack) 
some areas

• No locks on top gate
• Roadway is steep with a slate rock bottom in a few places– not recommended for a 

low clearance 2WD car
• Will update RDSFSC Emergency Exit map & FSC website if permission to utilize as an 

official Emergency Exit is obtained
• Viable exit for Vita Grande residents if exit to Puerta Del Sol was blocked by fire
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Additional Capabilities in Basic Subscription (versus FREE):

https://app.watchduty.org/

PC Desktop Web Browser:

https://ops.alertcalifornia.org/

Alert California Camera Site:

https://app.watchduty.org/
https://ops.alertcalifornia.org/




Pollock Pines – Camino Neighborhood Radio Watch – 155 members (24 RDS residents)

Same basic function as Watch Duty EXCEPT
not dependent on PG&E power, internet or cell 
service – and adds some local area knowledge
- born out of Paradise disaster (Camp Fire 2018)

Radio paging
ALERT notifies
you of major fire

Advisories inform
you of smaller fires



Five El Dorado County NRWs – North County, South County (Ochum), Mosquito, Placerville & Pollock Pines - Camino

600+ Members

Scanning all five
covers the western
slope of EDC

More Info:

https://www.cerafund.org/

Basic set-up requires
purchasing handheld
radio/charger from 
CERA for ~$80 - $100

Currently moving
to Public Safety 
Frequencies where
$35 GMRS license is 
no longer required

or contact Gary at
garyboal@att.net

https://www.cerafund.org/
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Evacuation Readiness

Lake Tahoe during Caldor Fire 2021

Caldor Fire photographed from RDS





Checklist Resources Available on Handout Table:

Single Page (two sides) Checklist: https://readyforwildfire.org/prepare-for-
wildfire/wildfire-action-plan/

Cal Fire Website:

https://readyforwildfire.org/prepare-for-wildfire/wildfire-action-plan/




Before you leave – time permitting:



El Dorado County Animal Services 530-621-5795 – number will be staffed “after-hours” once EDC Evacuations are ordered, 
if you get answering service leave a message and they will get back to you ASAP. EDC Sheriff OES & Animal Services activates 
South County Large Animal Rescue (SCLAR) volunteers as needed during emergency

Pets:
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5/21/25 EDCFSC Meeting:

EDCFSC Meeting Highlights

Video/Charts Available on EDCFSC Website



6/18/25 EDCFSC Meeting:

EDCFSC Meeting Highlights

7/16/25 EDCFSC Meeting:
• All Assistance Programs Are Fully Funded
• Several Cal Fire Grant Applications in Work for 8/6 Submittal
• Final Community Wildfire Protection Plan (CWPP) Approval by EDC Board of Supervisors  
Scheduled in August

Key Points :
• Always an Integrated Response – Nearest Available Unit Responds First 
• Air Capability Growing :  +5 C-130s (2 Currently Available) + 16 Night Attack Helicopters
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RDSFSC Defensible Space & Home Harding Assessments

Five RDSFSC members completed Cal Fire/EDCFSC Training Program

Completed 23 RDS Assessments & 2 External Assessments

4 RDS Assessments Pending 

Email RDSFIRESAFE@gmail.com to Request an Assessment

mailto:RDSFIRESAFE@gmail.com
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Puerta Del Sol
Identified
One Way In
One Way Out
Access to 
RDS 

N

Rancho Del Sol Community

El Dorado 
National Forest

~222 Acres

ENF

Sly Park Fuels Reduction
Project Unit # 2

Also part
of Unit # 2

Grant 
focus
areas

RCD & FS Submitting Sierra Nevada Grant
Applications in August



Rancho Del Sol Action/Description in the Placerville Wildfire Resiliency Strategy, Feb 2025



Placerville Resiliency Study call-out in final draft CWPP (May 2025)
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Financials

Opening Balance  7/01/25 $272

Fictitious Business Name Statement $  40

Mt. Democrat FBN Ad $115

Current Balance $117
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Total $205,829.78

Entries as of 7/14/25 for 2025:

Hours Worked

Category
Dwelling Unit
134 hours
Common areas
54 hours
Miscellaneous
174 hours
Landscaping
0 hours

Total $11,511.60
362 Hours x $31.80/hr

Money Spent

Category
Chipper Costs
$975.00
Other Equipment Costs
$2280.00
Contractor Costs
$10080.00
Home Improvement Costs
0
Vehicle Mileage
814.00
Landscaping/DIY
$7180.00
Miscellaneous
$3760.00

Total $24,275.00

Total $35,786.60  (17 % of 2024)

Total Investment for 2024:

Hours Worked

Category
Dwelling Unit
1,121,00 hours
Common areas
130.00 hours
Miscellaneous
1,511.00 hours
Landscaping
373.00 hours

Total $99,693
3,135 Hours x $31.80/hr

Money Spent

Category
Chipper Costs
$8875.00
Other Equipment Costs
$1185.00
Contractor Costs
$65801.00
Home Improvement Costs
$15144.00
Vehicle Mileage
534.00
Landscaping/DIY
$6200.00
Miscellaneous
$8574.00

Total $106,136.78



Only 16 of 136 RDS Residents (12 %) have entered data this year !

Need to Enter Your Data by November 1st for Next Year’s Renewal

Enter Data Via Link at the Bottom of RDSFSC Webpage :

Or Pick-up a Paper Form on Handout Table 
and Get It To Any FSC Member
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Comments & Questions



THANK-YOU


