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Georgetown Community Description
Community Area Boundaries
The Georgetown Community Wildfire Protection Plan covers the entirety of the Georgetown Fire
District, in El Dorado County, California. For purposes of this document, the Georgetown Fire
District was divided into four planning areas. These areas are described below, starting from the
western extent and moving east
Planning Area 1
Planning Area 1 was called the Greenwood Planning Unit, though it does not include the community
of Greenwood proper. The Northern boundary is the Middle Fork of the American River (also the
El Dorado – Placer County line. The Western boundary extends to the south, along a jog in the
Middle Fork, then climbs up to the American Canyon, then extends east along section lines, crossing
Sliger Mine Road, to GDPUD lands off Spanish Dry Diggin’s Road. It then extends further south,
crossing State Route 193, adjacent to the BLM lands. It parallels SR193, until just before Graybar
Mine Road it heads north, along the Georgetown Airport lands (crossing Spanish Dry Diggin’s
Road), before connecting back to the Middle Fork of the American River.
Planning Area 2
Planning Area 2 is the Georgetown Planning Unit. It shares the western boundary with the
Greenwood Planning Unit, but extends further along the Middle Fork of the American River, but
extends south, avoiding the Volcanoville area. It make’s another jog to the east before extending in
nearly a straight line south, inclosing Bottle Hill and Breedlove Roads, crossing Wentworth Springs
road to the southern Fire District Boundary, and then extending west, connecting back to the
Greenwood Planning Unit near Graybar Mine Road on SR193.
Planning Area 3
Planning Area 3 is the Volcanoville Planning Unit. Both it and Planning Area 4, the Quintette
Planning Unit are very similar, and adjacent geographically, but share different social parameters.
The Volcanoville Planning Unit shares the western boundary with the Georgetown Planning Unit.
The northern boundary continues along the Middle Fork for some distance, partially enclosing the
Volcanoville ridge. The extreme eastern end of the Georgetown Fire District, including the
community of Quintette and lands belonging to the Blodgett Experimental Forest, are included in
the Quintette Planning Unit. The southern boundary parallels Wentworth Springs Road, and, except
for one jog to the south, it joins back to the Georgetown Planning Unit. This planning unit is already
covered by a Community Wildfire Protection Plan which will be included in the Appendix.
Planning Area 4
Planning Area 4 is the Quintette Planning Unit. It forms the extreme eastern end of the Georgetown
Fire District. One portion is formed from the Middle Fork of the American River, but otherwise is a
roughly rectangular shape, with the community of Quintette but little else of occupied lands. It
includes a portion of the Blodgett Experimental Forest, some Sierra Pacific Industries land, and
some U.S. Forest Service lands that are primarily used for industrial forestry.
The Georgetown CCWPP area is located between the middle foothills and the mountainous uplands
of the Sierra Nevada. The area is known to geologists as the western metamorphic belt of the Sierra.
Due to the movement of the North American plate, various sedimentary and volcanic rocks have
been accreted over time from ocean and volcanic islands. As the ocean floor and volcanic rocks
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were attached, they were compressed and deeply buried, resulting in partial melting and
recrystallization (metamorphism). These partially altered rocks were hardened and their
characteristics changed, resulting in varying resistance to weathering, which produced the particular
topography of the area. Also, the chemical characteristics of some rocks can result in profound
vegetation differences (e.g. serpentine soils). More recent volcanic ash flows (primarily on the
higher ridges) can form deep soils with beneficial effects on the coniferous forest that dominates
these areas.
The Georgetown FPD ranges from approximately 800 feet elevation at Cherokee Bar along the
Middle Fork of the American River, to over 4200 feet, above Quintette. The Middle Fork of the
American forms the northern boundary, and its’ tributaries Otter Creek and Canyon Creek are
incised into a gently sloping landform, on which most of the population is found. This gently sloped
area consists of rolling hills with smaller creeks and drainages. The town of Georgetown is located
on the “Divide”, meaning areas to the north drain to the Middle Fork American River, while areas to
the south drain into the South Fork of the American River. The northern portion (Otter and Canyon
Creeks) is steeper with poorer access, and is fortunately sparsely populated. Much of this area has a
north-facing aspect, meaning it is generally cooler and moister. South of Georgetown, the slopes
tend to be gentler, so topography has less influence on wildfire behavior.
There are no incorporated cities in the area. Unincorporated communities include: Georgetown,
Volcanoville, Quintette, and Spanish Dry Diggin’s.
Electricity is provided by Pacific Gas & Electric Company. A major power line carrying
hydroelectricity generated at the Loon Lake and other hydroelectric power stations, passes just north
of Georgetown, to the Sacramento Municipal Utility District grid.
The primary traffic arterials are State Route 193, beginning at Cool, passing through Georgetown,
and ending at SR 49 in Placerville. Wentworth Springs Road, extends east, ending at Loon Lake
Road. Spanish Dry Diggin’s Road begins at Georgetown, near Buffalo Hill Center (a portion of the
local business district), and continues on toward Greenwood, ending at Sliger Mine Road, which
connects the Rancho Cumbre subdivision, and the Ruck-a-chucky rapids on the Middle Fork of the
American River with SR 193. There are many smaller roads feeding into these arterials, serving
smaller parcels. Private roads tend to have gravel surfaces, while most County maintained roads are
paved. There are exceptions, those County roads serving less traveled portions of the district often
having gravel surfaces.
Fire hydrants are found on most arterial roads, coinciding with domestic water service. Hydrants are
found up Wentworth Springs Road, just past the US Forest Service Georgetown Ranger Station ~3.5
mi. above Georgetown. The largest concentration of population without fire hydrants is the
Volcanoville area. They do have water tanks and an active Fire Safe Council. Reservoir Road,
branching off Spanish Dry Diggin’s Road, though unpaved, does have fire hydrants, while Spanish
Dry Diggin’s, does not, past the Georgetown Airport. There are several other smaller
concentrations of parcels without water service, such as the Fox Run Road area.
The Georgetown Airport (6245 Aerodrome Way, 530/622-0459), managed by El Dorado County, is
2800 feet long by 60 feet wide. It is located ~1.5 miles north-west of Georgetown, served by
Spanish Dry Diggin’s Road.
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The Georgetown School, (6530 Wentworth Springs Rd.) one of three elementary schools in the
Black Oak Mine Unified School District. It is located on ~90 acres, adjacent to Georgetown. The
site is also the location of the school District Office and a nature area. A smaller satellite school in
Volcanoville (Otter Creek School, 4701 Volcanoville Rd.) serves grades 1-4. The Georgetown
School can be reached at 530/333-8320.
Georgetown Divide Public Utility District (GDPUD, 6345 Main St., 530/333-4356) has an office on
Main St., just east of downtown Georgetown. The only treatment plant in the Fire District is the
Walton Lake Water Treatment Plant, located off Wentworth Springs Road, (~3 mi. above
Georgetown). It utilizes water from Stumpy Meadows Reservoir for treated water and supplies
untreated irrigation water to the irrigation water system.
Telephone service is provided by AT&T. Verizon has a cell phone tower on Hotchkiss Hill,
adjacent to a water tank maintained by GDPUD. It has an electric generator to provide service if the
power supply should be interrupted. The area around the tower has been cleared, and is not in
danger from fire.
The two closest hospitals are Marshall Hospital (1095 Marshall Way, 530/626-2612) in Placerville
and Sutter Auburn Faith (11815 Education St., 530/888-4500), in Auburn. There is a medical center
in Buffalo Hill (Divide Wellness Center, 6065 SR 193, 530/333-2548) that provides some medical
care through nurse practitioners. They do have an emergency planning document in place.
There currently is almost no subdivision activity in the Georgetown FPD. Current development
patterns are derived from existing parcels created primarily from historic development, or from
parcelization that occurred during the 1970’s and ‘80’s. Current development occurs on existing
parcels and is mainly served by private roads and wells. As such, the increase in population in the
WUI provides minimal additional fees for fire protection.
The Georgetown Fire District occupies a portion of the Sierra Nevada Foothills between typical
foothill oak woodland and mixed conifer vegetation types. Like much of the Sierras, it is subject to
seasonal drought from June through September. The dense woody vegetation may be subject to
wildfire at nearly any time of the year, but is especially prone during late summer and early fall,
when humidity is low in both the air and the fuels.
Geology, Soils & Topography
The Georgetown Area is located between the middle foothills and the mountainous uplands of the
Sierra Nevada. The area is known geologically as the western metamorphic belt of the Sierras.
The Georgetown Fire Protection District ranges from approximately 800 feet elevation at Cherokee
Bar along the Middle Fork of the American River, to over 4200 feet, above Quintette. The Middle
Fork of the American forms the northern boundary, and its’ tributaries Otter Creek and Canyon
Creek are incised into a more tabular landform to the south, on which most of the population is
found. This tabular area consists of rolling hills with more gentle slopes and smaller creeks and
drains. The town of Georgetown is located on the divide, meaning areas to the north drain to the
Middle Fork, while areas to the south drain into the South Fork. The northern portion (Otter and
Canyon Creeks) is steeper with poorer access, and is fortunately sparsely populated. Also, much of
this area has a north-facing aspect, meaning it is generally cooler and moister. South of
Georgetown, the slopes tend to be gentler, so topography has less influence on wildfire behavior.
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Weather
Annual highs in the Sierra Nevada are around 90º Fahrenheit, while lows approach 0º F. In the
planning area, annual highs are around 95º F, while lows approach 20º F.
The Georgetown area has a Mediterranean climate, typical of much of the Sierra Nevada, with an
annual drought from May to October, and between 35 and 50 inches of precipitation from November
through April. The precipitation is primarily in the form of rain, with occasional snowfall,
especially at the higher elevations. The late summer to fall period is the most subject to wildfires,
especially during the occasional foehn wind periods.
Prevailing winds in fire season (generally June through October) are out of the southwest, although
infrequent foehn winds usually blow from the north to the east. Weather conditions can change
rapidly as upper-level wind currents and pressure systems in the western states shift locations, and
both dry and wet frontal systems move through the mountainous terrain. Frontal winds associated
with low-pressure systems moving across the area can create hazardous fire conditions. Winds in
advance of the frontal system can reach speeds exceeding 60 mph over ridges. The atmospheric
instability dilutes and disperses smoke, but also creates torching (running crown fires are a result of
strong winds) and spot fire problems (distances increase as winds increase).
Fires during foehn events—or subsiding winds—usually result in extreme fire behavior because the
winds are particularly strong and dry, thus preheating fuels and predisposing them to burning with
intensity. These conditions are usually worse at night, as these foehn winds combine with
downslope/down-canyon diurnal winds.
When the temperature is high, relative humidity low, wind speed is high and/or originating from the
east in a foehn wind, conditions are very favorable for extensive and severe wildfires. Typically the
90th or 95th percentile weather observations (i.e., weather observations that are among the most
extreme–only 10% of the observations are more extreme under 90th percentile conditions) are used
for planning fire hazard reduction treatments.
Hydrology
The Georgetown area is bounded to the North by the Middle Fork of the American River. Two
tributaries between the northern boundary and Georgetown proper are Otter Creek and Canyon
Creek, both of which generally parallel the Middle Fork, but eventually join it as it bears in a southwesterly direction. The extreme western end includes Hoboken and American Canyons, draining
areas near Spanish Dry Diggin’s. The southern portion of the area includes the headwaters of a
number of smaller streams, most of which bear to the south or south-west. This area includes (from
the western area, east of Greenwood), Georgetown Creek (paralleling Highway 193), Manhattan
Creek, Empire Creek (draining Georgetown proper), Slate Creek, Traverse Creek, Rock Creek.
Separate from the creeks and rivers of the area, is the extensive irrigation and domestic water
network of the Georgetown Divide Public Utility District. The water system (derived from water
diversions used for mining), provides both domestic (treated, piped) water for households, and
untreated irrigation water through a ditch and culvert system. Where irrigation is available,
domesticated crops may be maintained at much higher moisture levels, and leakage from ditches or
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pipes may support riparian vegetation some distance from natural water sources. In addition, ponds
may be available to support fire fighting for certain areas.
There is anecdotal evidence that the surface hydrology has been altered over the last 100 years, or,
more accurately, since the elimination of Native Americans as a major force in land management.
The formerly frequent burning reduced brush and small trees, but also seemed to result in more open
meadows and springs.
Vegetation and Fuels
Vegetation varies by size, height, and density, and combined with other flammable material on the
site, it provides the fuel that feeds wildfire. Fuel includes anything that can burn: grass, shrubs, and
trees, as well as fences, decks, furniture, cars, and houses. These can be described either as fuel
models, or in terms of sizes and volumes: light fuels (consisting of grass, dry leaves, and kindlingsize twigs), medium fuels (shrubs and fences), or heavy fuels (logs, trees, or homes). The
distribution of the volume and sizes of fuels in any one space, along with the moisture content and
arrangement of fuels, greatly influence resulting fire behavior.
The Georgetown Fire District is located between typical oak woodlands and mixed conifer forest,
and includes both types. Some locations also support chaparral brush fields. In addition, because of
the long occupation by European-Americans (since 1849), disturbance and the introduction of exotic
plant species, some areas display unique plant associations. Some of these are relevant to the fire
environment in that they are at extreme risk of wildfire.
Threatened and Endangered Species
California has a large number of threatened and endangered species. While most biologists
acknowledge that fire plays a role in the environment in which these species live, little is known
about the relationship of these species to fire. Their response to fire of varying intensities,
frequencies, and seasons is also not well understood; even less the effects of potential hazard
reduction treatments on rare species. The planning and implementation of projects may be hindered
because of this lack of knowledge.
Other T&E animal species, formerly likely to occur in the Georgetown area, are most likely affected
by management practices of the past 150 years, specifically timber harvest and fire exclusion.
Species such as the Wolverine, Pacific Fisher, Martin and birds like the Goshawk and Northern
Spotted Owl were likely more common when there were still expanses of ancient forest. Others,
such as the Black-backed Woodpecker rely on burned forests and would likely increase if fire
increased.
Emergency Services
The Georgetown Fire Department structure fire protection, CAL FIRE and the US Forest Service
provide for the wildland fire protection of the community. All of the agencies are struggling with
budget cuts the result will probably mean cut backs in service, a likely result, over the next few
years. Georgetown Fire has been especially hit by budget cuts and depends on its volunteers to staff
many of its engines.1
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Georgetown Fire Protection District CWPP, 2014
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Volcanoville Community Description
The old community of Volcanoville is located about 7 miles northeast of Georgetown on a broad,
relatively flat ridge between the Rubicon & South Fork of the American Rivers and Missouri
Canyon between the headwaters of Grizzly Canyon and what is now named Josephine Canyon. It
was established, along with the communities of Mt. Hope and Mt. Gregory, to mine the buried, rich
river bar gravels discovered high up on the Georgetown Divide early in 1850. These gravels were
likely a part of the "Big Blue Lead", an ancient riverbed which meandered approximately north east
to southwest and was hydraulically mined at Malakoff, Gold Run, Spanish Hill in Placerville and
many, many other places. Georgetown Divide was unique in that the gravels were interspersed with
quartz deposits making hydraulic removal profitable and hard rock mining equally profitable.
During the flush years, there were a number of stores and saloons. An elementary school was
established in Mt. Gregory in 1856. Over 300 miles of ditches supplied mine and agricultural water
to the area in 1860. Following the construction of a bridge across Otter Creek in 1854 (which was a
toll bridge) the Volcanoville Road became the main supply and stagecoach route to the upper divide
which was much shorter and easier to use than the earlier Tunnel Hill Mine Road.
Volcanoville Road, designated Road 64 was declared a Public Highway by the El Dorado County
Board of Supervisors on May 17, 1855. Quite a boom developed after the 1896 Josephine Mine
activity, which saw the development of the community of Josephine.
Current and Adjacent Land Uses
Following the heyday of mining activity which, of course, caused much soil disturbance and logging
of forests for mining and settlement purposes, portions of the area (i.e., abandoned mining claims,
etc.), reverted to what is now the Bureau of Land Management. Later, those lands and other lands
were withdrawn from the Public Domain and designated Timber Reserves. The Eldorado Timber
Reserve was created from the already established Tahoe and Stanislaus Reserves in 1910. Current
land use is a mix of National Forest Multiple Uses which include grazing, timber management,
recreation, wildlife and watershed management, commercial timber management of privately owned
timber lands and residential occupancy of 130 permanent residences on 400 5+ acre lots including
an elementary school with approximately 26 K through 8th grade students.
Topography
Over all, the topography is quite rugged. Canyons are deeply incised and, for the most part, difficult
to traverse. At the historic sites of Volcanoville, Mt. Hope and Mt. Gregory, for example, the
elevation drops 2500 feet to the Rubicon / South Fork American River in less than a mile and to the
south, over 1000 feet to Missouri Canyon and Otter Creek in a similarly short distance. The
Volcanoville Road Community itself, is largely located on a relatively gentle ridge top with slopes
averaging about 30%.
Vegetation and Fuels
Vegetation in the area is typical of the Central Sierra Mixed Conifer Type. Second (and third)
growth Ponderosa pine forests predominate with associated sugar pine, Incense cedar, Douglas fir,
Black and Canyon live oaks and Madrone compose the overstory with reproduction, brush and Bear
Clover in the understory. Manzanita and Ceanothus dominated brush fields occupy poorer sites.2
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Volcanoville CWPP, 2012
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The Community Wildfire Protection Plan for Georgetown and Volcanoville can be found at the
website; http://www.edcfiresafe.org/cwpp/
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Figure 1: Georgetown Community
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Summary of proposed treatment by cost for the Georgetown Area.
PRIORITY

PROJECT
NUMBER

Georgetown
Georgetown
Georgetown
Georgetown
Georgetown
Georgetown
Georgetown
Georgetown

1
4
5
2
3
6
7

GT-1
GT-2
GT-3
GT-4
GT-5
GT-6
GT-7

East Side Fuel Break
South Side Fuel Break
Northwest Fuel Break
Spanish Dry Diggins
Wentworth Springs
Highway 193
Marshall Grade
Total Georgetown

Fuel Break
Fuel Break
Fuel Break
Road Hazard
Road Hazard
Road Hazard
Road Hazard

60
40
17
25
147
128
29
446

1.0
6.1
5.3
1.2
13.6

$150,000
$92,000
$51,000
$57,500
$338,100
$294,400
$66,700
$1,049,700

Greenwood
Greenwood
Greenwood
Greenwood

1
2
3

GW-1
GW-2
GW-3

Spanish Dry Diggins
Sliger Mine Road East
Sliger Mine Road West
Total Greenwood

Road Hazard
Road Hazard
Road Hazard

64
17
54
135

2.7
0.7
2.3
5.7

$160,000
$39,000
$124,200
$323,200

Quintette

1

QT-1

COMMUNITY

Quintette

PROJECT DESCRIPTION

Wentworth Springs East
Total Quintette

TREATMENT
TYPE

Road Hazard

ACRES

MILES

44
44

1.8
1.8

ESTIMATED
COST

$101,200
$101,200
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Summary of proposed treatment by cost for the Volcanoville Area
COMMUNITY

Volcanoville
Volcanoville
Volcanoville
Volcanoville
Volcanoville
Volcanoville
Volcanoville
Volcanoville
Volcanoville
Volcanoville
Volcanoville
Volcanoville
Volcanoville

PRIORITY

PROJECT
NUMBER

1
8
2
5
6
7
9
10
11
12
13
14

Vol-1
Vol-2
Vol-3
Vol-4
Vol-5
Vol-6
Vol-7
Vol-8
Vol-9
Vol-10
Vol-12
Vol-13

PROJECT DESCRIPTION

Volcanoville road
Tunnel Hill
Bear State
Northwest Fuel Reduction
Ken Tucker Flat
West Side Fuel Reduction
North East Fuel Reduction
Volcanoville road
Volcanoville road
Bear State
Kentucky Mine North
Kentucky Mine South
Total Volcanoville

TREATMENT
TYPE

Road Hazard
Fuel Break
Road Hazard
Fuel Break
Road Hazard
Fuel Break
Fuel Break
Road Hazard
Road Hazard
Road Hazard
Road Hazard
Road Hazard

ACRES

MILES

83
45
34
26
26
20
30
88
47
17
22
32
470

3.5
1.4
1.1

3.7
1.9
0.7
0.9
1.3
13.2

ESTIMATED
COST

$124,500
$67,500
$51,000
$39,000
$39,000
$30,000
$45,000
$132,000
$70,500
$25,500
$33,000
$48,000
$705,000
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