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Pollock Pines is a census-designated place (CDP) in El Dorado County California. It is an
unincorporated community. It is also part of the Sacramento-Arden-Arcade-Roseville Metropolitan
Statistical Area. Pollock Pines lies at elevations between 3500 and 4200 ft. on the western slope of
the Sierra Nevada Mountains. The population was 6,871 at the 2010 census, up from 4,728 at the
2000 census. There were 3,391 housing units reported in the 2010 census.
Designations: Pollock Pines is designated as a Wildland Urban Intermix area and is identified in the
Federal Register as a “Community at Risk” from wildfire.
History: One of the original Pony Express stations (Twelve Mile House) was located in Pollock
Pines. The location was covered by the restaurant called "Sportsman's Hall". The "Hall", which was
originally opened in 1852 by John and James Blair, who had emigrated from Scotland, still operates
today. Pollock Pines was primarily a lumber community (the town is named for H.R. Pollock, who
operated a lumber mill in the area in the early 1900s). The first post office opened in 1936. The
name celebrates the Pollock family, early settlers.
Economics: From its founding, timber (and the supporting businesses) was the primary industry in
Pollock Pines through the 1950’s. The supporting businesses included providing the timber
operations with needed supplies, and moving the timber to market and mills. The wagon trails
developed for the movement of timber later became a major route for commerce. During the silver
rush of the Comstock Lode in western Nevada, Pollock Pines was a major stopping and transfer
point for supplies moving east along what is now Pony Express Trail. This route later became the
Lincoln Highway, then US Highway 50. It was slightly realigned in the 1960s and made 4 lanes, but
still follows the basic original route.
During the 1950’s, a new “industry” came to Pollock Pines—hydroelectricity. The Sacramento
Metropolitan Utility District (SMUD) started to develop the Upper American River Project on the
South Fork of the American River. Three major lakes were created. The infrastructure needed for
this project brought thousands of construction workers to the Pollock Pines area, with the associated
building boom of housing, schools, and support businesses.
The area took a major economic hit in the early 1990’s with the decline of the availability of timber
from the US Forest Service. Since that time, the population has changed and aged, with young
families being replaced with an older, active retired group. The economic activity has shifted from
the timber industry to a recreation and service based economy. As shown above, the population has
started to increase again, mainly due the influx of Baby Boomers from large metropolitan areas
Geography: The area encompassing Pollock Pines is in a heavily timbered mountain region situated
along the ridge top on the south side of the South Fork of the American River. It is approximately 15
miles east of Placerville and 60 miles east of Sacramento on Highway 50. It includes the area from
the American River on the north to Jenkinson Lake and the Mormon Emigrant Trail on the south.
There are scattered tracts of the Eldorado National Forest (ENF) within Pollock Pines. However, the
ENF surrounds the Pollock Pines area on the north, east, and southeast.
Pollock Pines receives annual snowfall between 6 inches and 6 feet. The town sits on the westward
side of the Sierra Nevada and receives several inches of precipitation each year. According to the
United States Census Bureau, the CDP has a total area of 8.0 square miles (21 km2), over 99% of it
land.
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Since Pollock Pines sits on a ridge, it has major river canyons on the north and south side. These are
west-east aligned canyons and match the prevailing winds that happen most afternoons during the
summer and fall. The canyon to the north (South Fork of the American River) has demonstrated as
late as 2014 its ability to generate large and threatening fires. 2014 saw the King Fire start on the
south rim of the canyon, drop into the bottom of the canyon, and then spread east, until it spotted
across the canyon to the north. Several areas on the north side of Pollock Pines were evacuated for
several days. It was only due to a lucky wind shift that the fire did not spread significantly on the
south side of the canyon. Over 3000 houses were within a few hours of being evacuated.
On the south side of Pollock Pines sits Weber Creek. This canyon has been the location of at least 3
major fires since the 1960s. These fires have been stopped on the ridge line that has Highway 50
running across the top. However, due to increased growth in this area, fire has the potential to cause
major structure loss in the future. Further to the south is the Cosumnes River drainage. This was the
site of the 2014 Sand Fire (4200+ acres and 20+ residences lost). The fire had the potential for
25,000+ acres, with over 1500 homes in the potential path.
Infrastructure: One of the primary values at risk in the Pollock Pines area, in addition to the obvious
life safety issues of a wildland fire, is the water supply for a large portion of the population of El
Dorado County. The hub of the El Dorado Irrigation District (EID) water delivery system is located
in Pollock Pines. A major component of the entire system is the reservoir known as Jenkinson Lake
(locally called Sly Park Lake). This reservoir produces or stores a large part of the water supply for
many areas of El Dorado County, including the Pollock Pines community. The lake, and
surrounding recreation area and watershed, are located within Pollock Pines. While most of the
service area is gravity fed, many areas require booster pumps to provide adequate water pressure.
Power lines run through the area to supply the power for booster pumps for the water system.
Disruption of the water supply would have an immediate impact on the ability of fire agencies to
provide structure protection to the homes in the Pollock area.
EID maintains critical water supply, treatment and power infrastructure within proposed project
locations. Twenty-two miles of EID water canal runs from Kyburz to Long Canyon Forebay Pond.
This pond supports all the drinking water for the West Slope of El Dorado County. A 15k acre/ feed
penstock transports water from the pond to the bottom of the American River Canyon, which is the
power feed for the EID energy plant. A 40 CFS capacity canal called the Main Ditch continues
three miles west to the EID water treatment plant on Gilmore Road. The facilities at the plant itself
include floating treated reservoir covers.
A large multi-agency radio facility (Union Hill) is located on the east side of Pollock Pines.
Agencies affected at this site include the emergency communications for Cal Fire, El Dorado
County Fire Department, El Dorado Co. Sherriff Dept., CHP, Cal Trans, County DOT, and several
cellular carriers. This facility provides the critical communications needed by the above agencies to
support wildfire suppression and evacuation activities.
Any fires spreading through the Pollock Pines area would also have a severe impact upon the
watersheds of Weber Creek, Hazel Creek, and Sly Park Creek. The latter two are the primary water
sources for Jenkinson Lake. Depending on fire spread, the South Fork of the American River, with
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all the associated tributaries and infrastructure of the EID main canal (which brings water from the
high elevations to the east to be stored in Jenkinson Lake), could also be threatened.
Hazardous fuels management projects must be deployed across the landscape if they are to change
wildfire intensity and spread, and thereby protect watershed values. While clearance around
structures as required by PRC 4291 is highly effective in saving structures from a wildfire, that same
fire burning through untreated vegetation can lead to increased ember production and severe
watershed damage. Landscape level treatments, such as shaded fuel breaks or area treatments,
complement structure clearance treatments by slowing the rate of spread and lowering intensity;
therefore, resource damage.
There are slightly over 2400 private residences in the Pollock Pines area. This does not include
multi-family dwellings, mobile home parks, or any commercial structures. There are three school
facilities within Pollock Pines (Pinewood Elementary, Sierra Ridge Middle School, and the
Emigrant Trail Educational Center (used to support the Middle School and home of the Boys and
Girls Clubs, as well as the Pollock Pines Elementary School District administrative offices).
Vegetation: The Pollock Pines area vegetation is associated with lower montane forest. Vegetation
types include California black oak, Ponderosa Pine, White Fir, Incense Cedar, and Douglas-Fir, with
mixed conifer and mixed evergreen interspersed with chaparral, and meadows. The following are
potential treatments to reduce hazardous fuel beds: 1. Mechanical (biomass) thin. 2. Hand thin. 3.
Hand/machine pile, and 4. Mechanical mastication
Conifer stands have created dense understories with fire suppression for urban development. Leave
trees that have single leaders and thrifty crowns with at least 1/3 live crown ratio. Intolerant to
shade species have a higher preference as leave trees because their seed will be less likely to
germinate in the understory. Conifer leave trees in descending order: Sugar Pine, Ponderosa Pine,
Douglas-Fir, White Fir, Incense Cedar.
Hardwood stands with a high percentage of oaks can provide excellent food and cover for wildlife.
Retain live trees with cavities for squirrels, raccoons, and other cavity dwellers. Leave trees that
have vertical leaders and thrifty crown with at least 1/3 live crown ratio. Hardwood leave tree
species in descending order: Valley Oak, Big Leaf Maple, Blue Oak, Black Oak, Madrone, Live
Oak.
Snags prove excellent wildlife habitat in their natural state. Leave or create dead standing trees
(snags) to provide insects and nesting cavities for birds. Snags should not be taller than 30 feet in
height and not capable of reaching a home or road. Snags that have fallen become decayed, leave
for diversity.
Within Upper Montane Chaparral, spring annuals are peculiar to our area "lava caps". Lava caps are
Miocene epoch volcanic mudflows that support unique plant communities of annual herbs, perennial
shrubs, and grass dominated openings. These support small, low growing herb species, which are
adapted to high soil temps, full sunlight, and droughty conditions. Seeps are common in upper
swales and slow gradually during the late spring and summer. The sequence of flowering is from
March to August. Possible special plant species to see are Yellow bur navarretia, Pleasant Valley
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mariposa lily and Indian Manzanita. Two species are ‘sensitive’ and endemic to the El Dorado
National Forest. These areas should be avoided and excluded from treatment.
Insect and Disease Treatment area Insect and Disease designations are primarily based on the risk of
substantial tree mortality over the next 15 years as determined by stand density and other
factors. Tree mortality is not extensive at this time, but is spreading north from the south Sierra
region. Actions to increase resilience to insects and disease are needed to prevent the widespread
mortality that is occurring in other forest.
Maintenance: Once fuels have been modified within an area (such as PP-1, SP-1 Phase One),
maintenance activities should be planned and implemented to keep the effectiveness of the original
treatment. If no maintenance occurs, the effectiveness of the original treatment will diminish every
year. Potentially yielding no net treatment effect within 5 years. The most cost effective technique
is the use of California registered herbicides. Spraying soon after treatment may allow trees to take
control to shade out brush. This technique has negligible soil effects but may not appropriate for
riparian zones, watercourses, and areas with listed plants.
Fuel Reduction Objectives and Projects: As mentioned above, the two greatest wildfire threats to
Pollock Pines comes from the American River Canyon and any fire originating south of the Weber
Creek drainage. South of Pollock Pines, the north- east/west steep canyon alignment combines with
the typical prevailing southeast prevailing wind directions. Ignitions (south of Hwy 50) within
Weber Creek drainage or further south in the Canyon Creek drainage along Starks Grade road have
the potential to rapidly spread northeast into the heavily populated neighborhoods of Pollock Pines.
Equally, an ignition originating out of the American River Canyon (north of Hwy 50) anywhere east
during a foehn wind event would rapidly spread southwest into Pollock Pines. Fire behavior
modeling, using the actual conditions of the 2004 Fred’s Fire (near the community of Kyburz further
east in the American River Canyon) showed a complete over run of the Pollock Pines area in about 3
hours after ignition. The Community Wildfire Protection Plan (CWPP) fuels reduction projects
specifically work towards
 Support the protection of a designated fire safe zone located at the Pollock Pines school
complex
 Creation and maintenance of fuel breaks in strategic locations on both the north and south
sides of Pollock Pines, which provide a line of defense for the surrounding subdivisions.
 Modification of vegetation adjacent to roads to provide safer ingress and egress of
evacuating residents and responding emergency personnel
 Incorporate residential roads into shaded fuel breaks for greater effectiveness
 Reduce fuel loading around critical firefighter infrastructure; water drafting and staging areas
 A typical, desired treatment condition is: to reduce vegetation both vertically and
horizontally. Limb conifers to 10-12 feet height; leave a minimum of 1/3rd of the crown.
Space trees horizontally by removing trees up to a maximum of 16” DBH, to between 15 20 feet apart. Remove all the brush within 20’ of trees. Oak and hardwood tree foliage
pruned off the ground to a minimum of 6 feet.
South Fork American River (SOFAR) Cohesive Strategy: The SOFAR is an All-Lands Wildland
Fire Management Strategy for the South Fork American River Watershed, which has three goals:
 Resilient Landscapes
 Fire Adapted Communities
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Safe and Effective Wildfire Response

In 2014, the Eldorado National Forest was one of two forests in California selected to begin
implementation of the National Cohesive Wildland Fire Management Strategy. This watershed was
chosen because of the many values at risk threatened by complex fire issues associated with drought,
climate change, fuel loading, insects and disease. Communities, infrastructure, public and private
timber, water, power, recreation, protected species and fire frequently are all reasons that this
watershed is a high priority for collaborative action. There have been fire major wildfires in the
SOFAR watershed in the last 40 years – Pilliken Fire (1973), Wrights Fire (1981), Cleveland Fire
(1992), Fred’s fire (2004), and the King Fire (2014).
This project area includes the upper 75% of the South Fork of the American River Watershed, 50%
of the King Fire burned area, and 49 miles of the Highway 50 corridor. The western boundary of
the project area is defined by Highway 193 and Highway 49.
The US Forest Service and CAL FIRE have developed a plan called Fire Adapted 50, which will
focus on the Fire Adapted Communities component of the cohesive strategy. Fire Adapted 50
includes a series of projects that will strengthen and expand existing fuel breaks in the most heavily
developed part of the watershed along the Highway 50 corridor. This includes the Camino-Pollock
Pines Fuel Break Phase. This phase will construct one cohesive fuels treatment starting from Fresh
Pond, continuing west along the ridgeline (bordering the south side of the South Fork of the
American River canyon), and ending near the western end of the Slab Creek reservoir.
More information can be found in the El Dorado County Fire Protection District CWPP website:
http://www.edcfiresafe.org/cwpp/
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6.2

Pollock Pines Project FSC Area
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6.3

Projects currently Underway in the Pollock Pines Area

COMMUNITY

Pollock Pines
Pollock Pines
Pollock Pines
Pollock Pines
Pollock Pines
Pollock Pines
Pollock Pines
Pollock Pines
Pollock Pines
Pollock Pines
Pollock Pines

PRIORITY

PROJECT
NUMBER

1
1b
3
2
4
5
6
7
8
9

PP-1
PP-HT
PP-2
SP-1
SP-1b
SP-4
SP-1c
HW -50
PP-3a
PP-3b

PROJECT DESCRIPTION

Weber Creek Fuel Reduction
Hazard Tree Removal
Randolph Canyon
Weber Creek Fuel Reduction
Weber Creek Fuel Reduction
Gilmore Road
Weber Creek Fuel Reduction
HW 50 Fuel Break
Blair Road Shaded Fuel Break
Blair Road Shaded Fuel Break
Total Pollock Pines

TREATMENT
TYPE

Fuel Break
Hazard Trees
Fuel Break
Fuel Break
Fuel Break
Fuel Break
Fuel Break
Road Hazard
Fuel Break
Fuel Break

ACRES

MILES

170
58
64
131
35
125
82
139
74
878

3.1
1.0
0.7
4.8

ESTIMATED
COST

$237,870
$200,000
$116,000
$128,000
$262,000
$70,000
$250,000
$164,000
$278,000
$148,000
$1,853,870
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6.4

Future Project Maps
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