
Diamond 
Springs Fire 
Safe Council
Kick-Off Meeting

July 28, 2021



Show Your Cards!

Blue= Yes! White= No!



How Long 
Have You 
Lived In 
DS?

All your life

0-5 Years

5-10 years 

10-20 years 

20-30 years 

30 years or more



Do You Remember When There Were ZERO Traffic 
Lights between the Post Office and the Freeway?

Blue= Yes! White= No!



Welcome and Administrivia

EXITS REST ROOMS FACE COVERINGS EVACUATION



Have a Question?  Please raise the White 
Card.

White

Tonight is for BRIEF
Discussion



Do You Worry About Wildfire?

Blue= Yes! White= No!



Questionnaire

On Zoom- Check chat or go to 
website

Respect Privacy

Info- not for sale or distribution

Mailing list

Concerns

Priorities

Emergency Communications

Interests

Recruiting



What This 
Meeting Will 
Address

ÅThe Why and What of Fire Safe Councils

ÅThe Why, What, and How of forming a Diamond 
Springs Fire Safe Council

ÅBriefPresentations and Discussions regarding:
ÅDiamond Springs- El Dorado FPD perspective (DSP)

ÅFire Insurance

ÅWhat FSCs Do

ÅWhat FSCs in EDC have done

ÅWhat are the Benefits to individuals and 
communities

ÅDo We Want to Form a Diamond Springs FSC????
ÅIf so, What are the Steps to Formation

ÅPotential Boundaries

ÅNext Steps



What This 
Meeting Will 

Not Cover

ÅPGE

ÅIn-depthDiscussion on Fire 
Insurance Availability/Cost or the 
Vegetation Management 
Requirements

ÅCurrent status of Wild Land Fires

ÅFederal/state funding mechanisms

ÅThese and other topics are for 
future meetings



Have You Had Your Fire Insurance Cancelled 
or Gigundo Rate Increases?

Blue= Yes! White= No!



Segue into a Brief Presentation 
on Fire Insurance

Aurora Mullett, Intrinsic Insurance Services



Who Else is in the Insurance and Real Estate 
Biz?

Blue= Yes!



Let’s Hear from the 
Diamond Springs- El 

Dorado Fire Protection 
District (DSP)

ÅChief Gallagher

ÅFire Protection Officer 
Battalion Chief Yaws

ÅFire Hazards in 
Diamond Springs
ÅFire History in Diamond 

Springs
ÅHow DSP and DSFSC 

can help each other



California Public Resource Code (PRC) 4291

vs. El Dorado County Ordinance 5101, Chapter 8.09

Exploring the differences

Updated July 26, 2021

Courtesy of Kristine Oase
Guth, MPH EDC



PRC 4291 County Ordinance

Defensible Space 
Requirement

100 feet from habitable 
structures up to the property 
line. Fuels management 
intensity varies by zone

100 feet from habitable 
structures, may cross property 
lines. Fuels management 
intensity varies by zone

Good Neighbor Policy Not applicable Adjacent property owner assists 
neighbor with 100 foot standard 
by means of additional fuels 
management. This is best 
achieved by neighbors and 
communities working together.

Roads Not applicable The County enforcement official 
may designate additional clearing 
on improved and unimproved 
parcels adjacent to roads

Forced Abatement A violation may result in a 
citation

A violation may result in fines, 
forced abatement, and a lien on 
the property.

Centralized Complaint 
Process

Property owners typically 
contact local CAL FIRE office. 

Property owners in any 
unincorporated region of County 
may submit a complaint online 
via County Vegetation 
Management website.

Emphasis 
Added!



ÅIs most often applicable in settings with larger improved 
parcels or an adjacent vacant parcel
ÅRule of thumb: measure out 100’ from all sides of a habitable 

structure
ÅIf that 100’ measurement crosses property lines into an 

adjacent vacant parcel or a portion of a larger improved 
parcel that is NOTalready part of the defensible space zone 
surrounding a home, then the Good Neighbor Policy may 
apply
ÅWould apply if there is hazardous vegetation in the area on 
the neighbor’s side of the property line



What Are Neighboring FSCs Doing?

OAK HILL PATTERSON RANCH



Oak Hill Area Fire Safe Council

Some of Our 
Accomplishments



V Community Meetings (pre-COVID, hope to start up again)

VWebsite with lots 

of good local info

including examples 

of work being done 

by residents

Some of Our Accomplishments



ṉ Received a grant for 
Education and 
Outreach along with 6 
other FSCs, letting us 
purchase banners, 
mail directly to 
residents, hall rental, 
other meeting 
materials, etc.

Some of Our Accomplishments

Banners we put up on roads in our 
area



V Informative Newsletters emailed to residents

V Received Firewise USA designation - some fire insurance discounts 
with CA FAIR Plan, USAA and maybe other companies.

V Completed Wildfire Risk Assessment and completing Community 
Wildfire Protection Plan (CWPP) - needed for successfully applying 
for grants

Some of Our Accomplishments



In the Future
V Start up community meetings again!

V Want to work more at the “Neighborhood” 
level, with individual roads or smaller groups of 
residents.

V Have applied for grants for roadside fuel 
reduction.  Want to apply for more grants.



Why Have a Fire Safe Council?

ÅReduce Fire Hazards in Diamond Springs

ÅSave lives, environment, and property during a wild land fire

ÅMayimprove availability of fire insurance and reduce insurance costs 
(e.g., FIREWISE)

ÅIncrease a sense of community

ÅSupport effectiveness of Fire Department



The “Big 
Picture” and 

the “Long Haul”

ÅPROMOTE HOMEOWNER 
RESPONSIBILITY  
ÅDefensible Space 
Å“Harden” Homes 

ÅPROMOTE COMMUNITY 
ACTIVITIES  
ÅCommunity “Clean Up” 

Days  
ÅCommunity Volunteer 

Projects 
ÅRoadside Clearance  
ÅMaintain Space Around 

Hydrants & Report 
Maintenance Issues 
ÅVolunteer Work Crews 

Help Elderly Or Disabled 
Residents  
ÅFun And Fundraising 

Events –Education And 
Awareness 

ÅDEVELOP A 
COMMUNITY PLAN 
(CWPP) 

ÅOBTAIN AND EXECUTE 
GRANTS TO 
IMPLEMENT THE PLAN 



OK, Let’s Talk 
Specifics

ÅChipping

ÅDefensible Space

ÅHome Hardening

ÅFuel Reduction

ÅSenior, Veteran, Low Income

ÅCommunity Wildfire Protection Plan (CWPP)

ÅEvacuation, Ingress/Egress



DSFSC 
Organizing

ÅEDC FSC is the parent body with Associate 
(i.e., Affiliate and Satellite) Councils 

ÅBylaws/Policies
ÅMust at a minimum accept and abide 

by EDCFSC bylaws, policies and 
procedures 
ÅEstablish your organization processes 

and responsibilities; meeting minutes, 
record keeping, etc.

ÅOfficers 
Board of Directors 
ÅPresident, Treasurer, Secretary, Vice 

President, Parliamentarian, Liaison



It is OK to Have FUN 
While We Get Prepared!

This is serious Stuff, but…



DSP 
Boundary



Current EDC FSCs



DSFSC 
Proposed 
Boundary



Who Lives Outside of the Proposed Boundary?

Blue= Yes!



Where Do We 
Go From Here?

Å“Form our Own” or 
“Expand Another FSC”

ÅNeed a Group of People 
to Make this Happen

ÅNeed to Get the Word Out 
and Recruit Members

ÅBoundaries



Do You Think a Fire Safe Council In Diamond 
Springs Can Be Successful?

Blue= Yes! White= No!



Next Steps

Identify People 
Interested in a 

Leadership Role
Spread the Word

Recruit more 
members

Appoint/Elect 
Interim Leadership

Complete formal 
process of becoming 

a Satellite FSC

Set meeting schedule 
and location (next 

meeting August 25?)
Tackle work plan

Make it 
happen!



Questionnaire

On Zoom- Check chat or go to 
website

Respect Privacy

Info- not for sale or distribution

Mailing list

Concerns

Priorities

Emergency Communications

Interests

Recruiting



What This 
Meeting Will 
Address

ÅThe Why and What of Fire Safe Councils

ÅThe Why, What, and How of forming a Diamond Springs 
Fire Safe Council

ÅBriefPresentations and Discussions regarding:

ÅDiamond Springs- El Dorado FPD perspective (DSP)

ÅFire Insurance

ÅWhat FSCs Do

ÅWhat FSCs in EDC have done

ÅWhat are the Benefits to individuals and 
communities

ÅDo We Want to Form a Diamond Springs FSC????

ÅIf so, What are the Steps to Formation

ÅPotential Boundaries

ÅNext Steps



Who’s With Us?

Thanks,

Paul

Blue= Yes! White= No!

!!!!!!!!

!!!
!!!
!!!

Thanks to the 
Lions and all 
the speakers

Help cleaning 
up please


